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was first settled. At that time thay had no
butter factories, and none but the local mar-
ket, which was over-supplied, In those days
butter was sold at 6d. per lb. They had no
Agricultural Bank, nor any roads,

Ron. J, Cornell: Those settlers, like the
Spa rtans, are all dead.

Hion. A. BURVILL: Some of them are
Still alive. They started without those facili-
ties, but they won through. They have now
butter factories, the Agricultural Bank, roads
and railways, and are exporting butter to
Europe.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Didn It they enjoy the
benefit of the credit fondier bank?

Ron. A. BURVIhL: Some of them made
a success of it without that bank. I was in
Gippsland in the early dlays, when there was
ao bank or any other of the facilities which
we have to -day.

Ron. E. Rose: In those days the dairying
industry was built up largely by bonuses.

Hon. A. BURVILL: That is true. Bonuses
were givea to butter factories, and for export.
But the price they were getting for export
butter was is. a lb., whereas ta-day it is a
little over Is. 6%._d. It would be better if
wve could have the bonus system here, but I
understand the Commonwealth laws preclude
it. I hope I have raid enough to convince
lion. members that the South-West contains
the best land to be found in Western Aus-
tralia, and is well worth development by all
means at our disposal. The assets are there,
and the coming of the industries can only
he a matter of time. I believe the produce
which will comec out of the South-West will
be found to be as good a;, if not better than,
anything that comecs from the Eastern States.

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, debate
adjourned.

- Hous3e adjourned at 7.45 psan.

Wednesday, e3rd August, 19OV.

Questlons: preference to soldiers ...
Read mating, Federal grant..

Address-le-reply. Eleventh day ..
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f:The SPEAKER took the Chaii at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED-SWAN'
BY-ELECTION.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir JTam, Mitchell
-Northam) (4,3]1: I desire to lay on the
Table of the House papers connected with

the Swan by-election, because it may not
be possible to give publicity to the matter
through the Press in the usual way.

The Premier laid the papers on the Table.

QUESTION-PREFEBENCE TO
SOLDIERS.

Mr. CARTER asked the Minister for
Works: Is it his intention to adhere to the
Government policy of preference to returned
soldiers in filling the position of Inspector of
Furniture, applications for which were recently
invited?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The appointment will be dealt with by the
Public Service Cornimissioner, within whose
province it is.

QIJESTJON-ROAD MAKING, FEDERAL
GRANT.

Mr. WILLOOCK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, 'What are the conditions under
whirlt the grant f or road making in the State
by the Federal Government is being made?
?-, What amount will be made available for
Western Australia? 3, When is the money
likely to be available? 4, What method is
proposed for the allocation of the grant to
the various bodies in the State?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
The Federal Government are granting a total
of £250,000 to the States, to be distributed
amongst them on a per capita basis, subject to
Stare's ce-operation on a 9 for £ basis. The
money is to be expended on main and district
roads outside municipalities to provide work
for unemployed, with preference to returned
soldiers, but not confined to them. 2, About
£116,000 by the Federal Government. 3, When
claimed. Works are being put in hand at
once. 4, Allocation will be made to the most
pressing works, and not necessarily every local
authority.

ADDIRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day.

Debate resumed from previous day.
,\r. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [4.7):. 1

would have preferred to be an exception to
the rule and not spoken on the Address-in-
reply.

Mr. Underwood: Why do you, then?
Mr* TEESDALE: The "4Sun3day Times"

says It is most impudent and improper to
interject. The member for Pilbara. ('Mr.
Underwood) should remember that. I am
told, however, that it is the correct thing to
speak on the Address-in-reply, and my elec-
tors might be cross if I did not avail myself
of the opportunity. I will, therefore, make
a few, what the "'West Australian': calls,
staccato remnarks. Together with other mem-
bers, I welcome the Premier back amongst
us. I always feel that when Sir James Mit-
chell is on deck, all is well with the State. I
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always feel a certain amount of confidence
when hie is sitting in front of ine on the

Treasury bench, because I know that others
cannot get to work and put ia same of their
fine efforta....snch as have received attention
lntely-so long as he is here.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: He could be in front
of you on this side of the House.

Mr. TEESDALE. I once had the honour of
conducting the Premier through my constit-
uency, but when we got to Carnarvon we
heard rather disquieting news. It did not
appear to affect Sir .Jamies 'Mitchell although
it seined rather serious to me. 'We heard
that it nas only a question of time when he
would he ousted from his present position.
He had only to come down to Perth and
hand over the whole of the affairs of State.
When I reported the news to Sir James, he
only laughed and said: ''We nlways hear that
when we go away. It is from the same old
quarter.'' When we returned to Perth we
found, in fact, it was tram the "ame old
quarter." We have heard something from that
quarter quite lately. When the Premier's trip
to England was mooted, I was 'opposed to it.
I put my opposition in writing and I signed
it; I did not use a nom-de-plunie. I admit I
may have been wrong. I was afraid that, as
soon as his back was turned, this same crowd
would get to work, and I was fearful that,
seeing he would be away for such a long time,
they might effect something on that occasion.

Mr. Mann: Will you tell us to whom you
refer?

Mr. TEESDALE: I will probably let the
hon. member know before I finish. If be
follows ine closely, he may discover the con-
necting link right through my remarks. I
am pleased to know the Premier was success-
ful, and those gentlemen who were doubtful
about his ability to carry through the mission
have been very disagreeably surprised.
Whether the details have been given to the
country or not, is a matter of small moment
to me. I think the announcement regarding
the details for which so many people are
clanmouring at present can very well be left
to the man who was capable of attending to
the most important part, namely, the finan-
cial aspect. That was a very essential part
of the scheme, and I am prepared to leave it
till it suits the Premier's inclinations-

M.Mann: And his good judgment-
Mr. TEESDALE; I am prepared to leave

it till then for the details to be made known.
There was one particular and very prominent
gentleman at the send off to Sir.Jamecs Mitchell
and he was very much in the limelight. On
the return of the Premier to Western Aus-
tralia this same individual immediately
started to cry: ''Crucify him.'' He dlid that
almost before the Premier knew that he was
home. The Premier is still with us, and no
one has crucified him. It is an extraordinary
thing that this wonderful Stilen sees fit to
regard this scheme of Sir James MAitchell's
as a farce, and likely to be a failure from the
very start, when all-the English and the lead-
ing papers of the Eastern States are congrat-

ulating Western Australia upon the scheme.
All the papers in the East praise the scheme,
except, perhaps, "Smith's Weekly,'' which
has not a great reputation for voicing the
opinion of the public. Certainly it is not
a paper of the standing of the ''Daily Tele-
graph,'" or the ''West Australian,'' so that
we need not take much notice of that journal.
A wonderful speech which was delivered by
that sanme Solon in Parliament had the
'whale Rouse in a state of excitement.
This particular gentleman, in addition
to giving utterance to these views in
Parliament, flooded the whole of the
suffering public with thousands of ver-
batin. copies of his speech. For fear that
somie unfortunate ''cocky" at Doodlakine
might not know of his speech, he had one
delivered, so to speak, at his breakfast table,
and although these thousands of copies were
posted throughout the country, yet nothing has
happened!

31r. 'Mullany: 'Nothing has been gained.
Mr. TEESDALE: And certainly nothing

has been lost. This is the policy of the unan
boasting of his patriotism! Heisinaprominent
position, and is supposed to be voicing public
opinion. It is strange that, at a time like the
present, when it behaves everyone with the
interests of the State at heart to assist in the
great work of immigration, that he should
stand out and oppose the Premier's scheme.
T do not know what is his reason fdr
so doing. It appenrs that something like this
always happens when there is any juggling
with portfolios. I do not know if there is
any connection with that juggling, but it
al1ways happenis about that time.

The Minister f or Works:. There has been
no Juggling.

Mr. TEESDALE: Perhaps "reshuffling"
is the word. I will substitute that if it
will suiit the Minister for Works. I would
not like to offend him at so early a stage in
my remarks. This is a tiame when everyone
should help the Premier to carry through this
scheme. Everyone in the State has to help
him to justify the promises he made in Eng-
land. lHe made serious promises there; he
made most important statements, and his
honour is at stake. Likewise the honour of
everyone in Western Australia is at stake, and
we must stand by hini and see that those pro-
mises are carried out. I have very little fear
that if the Premier is given time, if people
will only stop those wretched social functions
that take up all his time, and refrain from
dragging him all over the country to attend
bun struggles, he wvill get through his work.
First we had a German hand, or some other
band, going up the street, taking him froi
this place to that place; then he was received
somewhere else, and then taken all over the
country, instead of being given an oppor-
tunity to get his scheme under way. He wants
an opportunity to interview the heads of his
departments and launch this scheme, but we
are not giving him a chance.

-Yr. Underwood interjected.
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Mr. TEESDALE: The member for Pilbara
should remember the "'Sunday Times.'' I
read in the Press that a certain party, headed
by their executive, made very serious state-
ments regarding the Government. I was very
pleased indeed to hear that the whole thing
tell very fiat, but judge of my surprise when
I went to transact same business at the Gov.
erment offices a couple of days later, and
could not get near the corridors for these
self-same people who had been making so
'much fuss. I asked what they were doing,
and was told that they wrere there after new
railways. It is most inconsistent to be run-
ning the Government down to the lowest on
one day and two days later, after having been
utterly outed, to he asking for railways. On
that occasion one could not get near the
corrdors for whiskers. I am perfectly satis-
fied that no one can poiiit the finger of scorn at
the Premier after his 20 years of public lire.
He is respected by the Opposition, which is a
splendid testimonial.

Ron. P. Collier: We are good judges.
Mr. TEESDALFE: The Opposition might

reasonably be expected to remain normal, may
I say, but even they respect the Premier's in-
tegrity and honesty of purpose, and recognise
that every action he takes is influenced by a
determination to pull this State through. They
know he has no axe to grind. They may say
at. times that he has, but they know in their
hearts he has no other object than to pull the
State through, the State of which he is so
proud, the State of which he is a native end
which should be proud of him.. If we could
only get a little cessation from industrial
troubles, say for about two months, then in-
dustrial troubles might be piled up fast and
furious. In that time the Premier could get
the scheme going and no one would be more
pleased than his friends of the Opposition.
That little exemption from industrial trouble
would be very acceptable indeed to the Pre-
mnier. The first matter outside of this parti-
cular work which should receive the Premier's
attention is that of providing employment for
everyone in the State. The Premier, on his
return from England, made a statement over
the steamer's side that this would be done.
His remark made a great impression on me
and was very comforting. Anyone who thinks
of the position can only feel very sympathetic
towards those unfortunates who are unable
to get work. There is something radically
wrong with a State, having so many valuable
raw products and in such large quantities, that
there should be men positively unable to ob-
tain work. Some are even in want of food . It
is wrong that this should be so. I hope the
'Premier will carry ont that promise as soon
as he possibly can. I think it could be done
in conjunction with his scheme in the South-
West. I was very pleased to read such a
satisfactory account of the soldier settlement
scheme. The department should be congratu-
lated on the work they have dlone. There have
been numbers of failures, but there have been

failures right through Australia. No State
can claim that its soldier settlement scheme
has been absolute success. Queensland did
everything in its powver to make its scheme
a huge success, largely because other parts of
Australia had reflected npon that State and
it was out to refute the statements made. Un-
fortunately, Queensland as well as Western
Australi has to admait that there ha've been
great disappointments,

Hon. UE. F, Troy: The great trouble is the
scheme was too lavish.

Mer. TEESDALE: Probably so. I saw the
Beerbnrrulm settlement intended for pine-
apple plantations in that State, and I am
sorry to say that about 35 per cent. of the
men have left their blocks. They were nice
large blocks, each having a fine house and
conveniences. The blocks were fenced and
had five acres cultivated, and the planting was
done for the soldiers. They had merely to
take their wives and families and walk on to
these properties, the houses en which' would
be worth in Western Australia 25a. a
week. In spite of the help given by
the Government, the land was not suit-
able for the purpose. The price of
suckers and the failures of the crops led to
some of the soldiers becoming so disappointed
that they cleared out and left their holdings.
We have a percentage of failures in Western
Australia. It cannot be helped. We had no
experience to guide us. The Government had
to experiment and failures resulted. Those
failures must and will he corrected as soon as
the Government can do so. I feel sure the
Government recognise they have made certain
mistakes, and will. do their best to rectify
them. No good can resplt from these wretched
deputations or these meetings of indignation
all over the country, or from 20 inca coming
down to Perth to sool the Minister in This
office. This sort of thing only leads to ad-
ditional trouble. Plenty of people having no
grievance at all, after reading of a deputation,
very soon find they too have a grievance. It
seems to ha infectious. I am satisfied that the
member for the district can do this work as
satisfactorily as a deputation of 20 or 30 men
comning to Perth filling the Minister's room
with tobacco smoke and making him irritable.
They should have a quiet talk with the mem-
her for the district and he should be the man
to approach the Minister. These deputations
sometimes say unpleasant things and even
Ministers have their feelings, as the Minister
f or Works will admit. T. do not think it can
he said that any '3ountry has done more for its
soldiers than Australia. This is one source
of comfort that, although we have made mis-
takes and although thene are some soldiers
who are very irritated at the present time, we
have done more than anyone else and shall
do still more as soon as we can. When we
consider that an average of £1,126 per head
has been expended on the soldiers to date, we
must conclude that these men have not mush
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of a grievance. They were certainly promised
their positions when they returned from the
war. Numbers have received their positions.
I am sure that the Government as employers
hare kept their word as well ns any-
one. If there has been any slackness or
carelessness is. giving preference to soldiers,
the inquiry being made at present should
bear fruit, and I am sure the Premier wvill
see that the regulation is enforced perhaps a
little more rigorously than in the past. In
providing employment for these people, care
must be taken not to create a class who tako
certain positions anti, finding them uncon-
genial, return to Perth and join the unem-
ployed. This sort of thing only accentuates
the unemployed problem. Where these young
fellows can get to Perth, of course, they will
do so, but I think the authorities should keep
a careful record of the employment procured
for certain soldiers ani the reasons for their
leaving different positions. Sonmc of the aol- -

diera, unfortunately, forget how difficult it is
to provide them with employment and how
hard people have worked to give them ema-
ployment. When they deliberately throw

-themselves on the unemployed market, they can
not reasonably expect time same people to be as
enthusiastic about procuring employnment for
them a second time. Some of the 'mca are
becoming notorious, and we do not want the
good reputation of our soldiers to be be-
smirched by a few undesirables. If a record
were kept covering their movcements from the
time they returned from the war, there would
be less danger of their actions reflecting upon
the general body of soldiers. 'More could he
done for the crippled soldiers. This i s a
branch that has my heart-felt sympathy.
When I see those splendid, strong, virile, big-
limibed fellows going down the street with
one limb short or limping badly, it makes
me feel t'hat too much cannot be done for
them. Those big strapping fellows who are
practically as good as whien they went to
the war do not require my sympathy. We
have given them what we promised them.
They have also received a gratuity which they
did not expect. Numbers have been placed in
good positions nnd I think we have just about
finishied with them; but we have not finished
wvith the unfortunate cripples. We must
give them everything we possibly can. I
would even go to the extent of -any reason-
able luxury in the case of men without armns
or legs or men disfigured for life, those who
came homne to girls to whmn they were en-
gaged and -who, because they were disfigured,
were not wanted. I hope the authorities wilt
alwvays be lenient with this class of soldier.

Mr. Carter: There are 70 of them out of
work now.

Mr. TEESDALE: It is regrettable indeed
to hear that. If I were given a free hand I
believe I could go around Perth and find work
for everyone of those 70 men to-morrow,
and I would do it by putting big strapping
men and women out of the Jobs of lookiog
after lifts, and other light work.

Mr. Lambert: Do you know that some of
the big firms want to dock them on account
of their pensionsI

Mr. TEESDALE: I would like to dock
those people of their breath.

Hon. P. Collier: Direct action.
'Mr. TEESDALE. Regarding the Mines

Department, in spite of the indictment of the
iiipuilber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boyland), I
think a little praise can be bestowed for the
work done there, The report of the depart-
nieat is not such a bad one; it certainly does
not justify the remarks made by the lion.
mnember about the 'Minister.

Hon. P. Collier: Does it justify the pay-
meat of a pension of £10,000 a year to the
Vinister?

'Mr. TEE SDALE, 'My personal experience
leads ale to the conclus in that; every reason-
able effort is being made to encourage pros-
pecting- throughout the State. No fewer than
160 or 170 parties have been sent out pros-
pecting, and those who are conversant with
mnining are aware that that means the expen-
diture of a considerable sumn of money. Both
the Minister and the board must be careful
in the selection of the people whom they
send out. Unfortunately I let the depart ment
in for a serious loss in connection with one
party whom I recommended. The men who
composed that party were, I thought, decent
people, but evidently they retrograded aifter
they left Perth.. At any rate they went back
on me. They began drinkiiig as soon as they
got up the coast and left the Government
turn-out to look after itself. That kind of
thing is vecry maddening to the Mi1nister in
charge of the department, and it is not to be
wondered that hie exercises every care before
giving assistance, and acceding to requests
made by memb ers of Parliament in sup-
port of applications. ft is a serious matter
to render help to those w-ho are only wastersi
at the s-ame time I do not think the depart-
mient has turnedl down any application which
has been genuinely vouchied for by the niemn-
her for the district. The department might
call members into consultation more often
than is done, and it would be an easy matter
to tell an applicant in regard to whom there
was sonic doubt, that there was an irregu-
larity in his appiliation, and thus in a quiet
way hint to him that he had so chance of
succeeding. In most instances then the ap-
pilicant would go away satisfied. Twenty-
seven State batteries have been operating
where no otber crushing facilities are pro-
vided, and it is creditable to the Government
that these batteries have been erected in
localities Where big companies and syndicates
did not have the pluck to put up machinery.
'%A'bat has been done in this direction shows
that the Government have the interests of the
mining industry at heart. It is advisable
that the Government should always do that
sort of thing where there is the slightest
chance of a battery proving successful.

Hon. M%. F. Troy: Where have the Govern-
nient erected batteries within the last three
years?

Mr. Mann: Whiat about Ives?
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Mr. TEESDALE: Batteries have been
erected in districts where no other crushing
facilities existed. There has been nearly
£:40,000 advanced for the development of mini-
ing. That is not an altogether despicable
amaounat, considering also that the vote is very
small and must extend over a long period.
I have a note here about the amemiber for
Blananas, hut I cannot make it out for the
moment,

Mr, Muasie: You cannot find that I have
done anything wrong.

'Mr. TEE SDALiE. The hon. member was
rather inclined to belittle the efforts of the
department, but I do not think he meant
what he said. I an sure hie intended to he
fair in his remarks and to give the depart-
ment credit for what has been done. I ad-
mit that at times one of the officials is rather
difficult to find, hut outside that hon. mem-
bers winl always conmc into contact with a
courteous secretary and an obliging registrar
who will give all the assistance and informna-
tion that is desired, and when it is necessary
for them to say no, those officials will let you
down nicely. 'Mention has been made during
the course of the present debate of the need
for fair rents legislation. Last session I was
not particularly struck with the proposal
whon it was submitted by the member for
North-East Fremantle. Since then, how-
ever, I hav-e had striking proof of scandalous
extortion on the part of landllords in Perth.
T1 trust therefore that the hion. member or
some other memiber will introduce a Bill to
cheek the rapacity of these individuals.

M1r. Davies: A private member cannot in-
troduce such a Bill.

'Mr. TEESDAE: Theif I shall ask the
Government to introduce legislatioa to
bring to book these Shylocks of Perth who
should be labelled and seotched without fur-
ther delay. These people are as much to
blame for a portion of the industrial unrest'
as employers who are out to reduce wages.
There have been somie shocking cases of rent
extortion lately, and I wish I could expose
them all. The landlords in these cases
should be marked men. I canl quote the case
of a four-roomed shack in NTewcastle-street
inhabited by a young fellow, his wife and
three children. They have been in occupa-
tion for 12 months, paid their rent regularly,
and never experienced any difficulty with
the owner of the property. The -rooms are
barely large enough to move around in com-
fortably, amid to get through the doors some
u~cople would have to turn sideways. There
is an absence of water troughs, and the un-
fortunate wife is compelled to do her washing
in kerosene tins on the kitchen fire.

'Mr. Underwood interjected.
Mr. TEESDALE; If the hon. member

lied some of this work to do he would be a
little quieter than he is now. The rent of
this particular house was 2.5s. a week aad at
one swoop the landlord increased it by 10s.

Mr. Richardson: Scandalous!
Mr. TEESDALE: Thirty-five shillings for

a wretched shack with practically no accomn-

niodation, rooms barely big enough to move
about in, and a bathroom as big as a fowl-
house. Mr. Premier, you ought to do somne-
thing in connection with this sort of thing
which is causing as much trouble as the re-
duction of wages. This kind, of thing is
maddening. Fancy levying 35s. for a miser-
able shanty of this description. The land-
lord should be advertised from one end of the
State to another.

Mr. Chiessoa: Namie him.
lion. P. Collier: He shoul0d get 35 years

in gaol.
Mr. TEESDALE: I do not know whether

it is a tact but I amn given to understand
than an unfortunate business nuan in Fre-
mantle virtually committed suicide in conse-
quence of the manner in which he was
bludgeoned by a landlord in this city who
fleeced him of every sixpence he had and
then threatenedI him with further actioa to
such an extent as to drive himi to cornmit
suicide. If people such as these do not know
wrhat are reasonable arin fair rents, they
should be shown by legislation.

'Mr. tutey: The Premier has already pro-
iised this5 levislation.

Mr. TEESDALE: On account of thle pul-
ling down of' the Central arcade the small
shopkeepers who occupied premises there
a re going about positively begging to
be permitted to place their little stocks
aniywhere almost, so that they may continue
to earn their living, and advantage is being
taken of the difficulty in securing premises
to raisp the rents of those shops that are
available, to amnounts that aire outragcous.
All smiall shacks should he condemned by the
municipal councils. Some are no bigger than
a counterpane, and fur suchi premises as
munch as;2 and £3 a week is the rent that is
levied.

Mr. Underwood: Do you think that the
new Minister will assist you?

Mr. TESD ALE:. I shall deal with the
flew Mfinister directly. Anybody would think
I belonged to the Country Party by the way
the hioni. member is inter-jectiag. Another
mnatter to which I wish to refer and which
'IT-Peals to rue is Onie which is in vogule in
Queensland. I sin glad the member for
'West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) is not here be-
cause the subject takes the formi of a lottery
-I refer to the golden casket. I have comei
to the conclusion that the golden casket is a
fine institution for helping charities. It
may have bad a little bad effect on
the young, but that is a matter which
eould be overcome by legislation in the
way of preventing people under a certain
age participating ini the lottery in any shape
or form. To-day all the charitable institu-
tions and the hospitals in Queensland boast
of credit balances, and that State knows no-
thing of the wretched cadging we see about
the streets of Perth. Cadging as we know it
i~i nothing but a curse- It is responsible for
a considerable amount of mischief among those
young girls who go about the streets invok-
ing aid from passers-by. As aL matter of
fact, I know tbat one of' these girls has
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been thrown on the streets through this rot-
ten business. The girls come into contact
with a certain class of men and then pay
bitterly for it. Far better would it be to
have a lottery properly conducted than to
have this kind of thing happen. After all it
is not a very serious matter if a person bibs
a flutter in a lottery and at the same time
gives spontaneously towards the upkeep of
some charitable institution. The individual may
be compelled to go into that institution at
some future time, and if hie does so, under
the conditions existing in Queensland, he
knows that he is not there out of charity or
on snfferance. If it is to be regarded as a
crime to extract a ticket from a book and sell
it for 5s. then I shall be one to assist to make
it a crime if it will help the hospitals. In
my opinion, anything is preferable to the
wretched, sickening, cadging business which
has been going on for the past four years.
What a fine thing it would be if we could
place our Perth Public Hospital, which is now
in distressed circumstances, and the Children 's
Hospital as well, on a sound financial footing
by some scheme of this nature. These insti-
tutions should not be driven to cheese-paring,
and to relying upon one or two hard worked
medicoes.

Mr. Mann: We tried last year, but the
Bill was thrown out.

Mr. TEESDALE. Let us try again. I
would not care how many presidents and vice-
presidents wrote to the Press about the mem-
ber for Boebourne advocating gambling. The
U~gly Men, too, would no doubt be glad to be
relieved of the ever-reourring necessity for
holding carnivals on behalf of distressed
public institutions. In these days of
a-ttack and abuse of 1&inistems, - it is
refreshing to call attention to the suc-
cessful working of the wheat pool. The
Minister for Agriculture and the board
associated with him are to be congratulated
on the business ability shown in that connec-
tion. I trust the custodians of the voluntary
wheat scheme will ha-ve as good an account
to give at the termination of their steward-
ship; but.! doubt it. They may yet live
to regret having taken the responsibility for
the handling of the wheat from men who were
utterly devoid of any mercenary motive. The
Minister for Agriculture has justified his
appointment. I am pleased to think that in
his case the Premier made an excellent choice.
In the absence of the Minister for Agriculture
from the Chamber, let me say that he has
proved a hard working and successful admin-
istrator. He has made mistakes, but he has
plenty of life ahead of him, and the State. of
which he is a native, will yet get the best
results from his abilities. During the recess
I had an opportunity of visiting Queensland,
and looking into the tobacco and cotton indus-
tries there. I like to close my eyes and
visualise the position of this State in five
years' time, conjure up a vision of Western
Australia in the same position as that held
by Queensland to-day. I trust I1 shalt live to
see the consummation of something I am advo-

eating now. I really believe that we are going
to have a wonderful crop added to our already
long list of Western Australian products. If
hon, members had an opportunity of seeing
what cotton has done f or Queensland, they
would be as enthusiastic as I am. At all
events, we arc going to have tests of cotton
growing all over the Statp. Everybody
is asked to spend aL couple of shillings,
and a little time, in seeing what the
State can do in that direction. Let
us find out what types of cotton are suitable
for growing here, and then the Department
of Agriculture will be able to advise those
people who propose to go in for cotton growing
on a large scale. Somewhere along ouir coast
line of 2,500 mniles we must find a place where
cotton may be grown commercially. I am told
that I am on dangerous ground, and that I
am bidding fair to be outed by my electors
for venturing to advocate the cotton industry,
which, it is said, will render their areas liable
to be cut up, in the same way as areas were
cut up for cotton growing by Theodore in
Queensland. 04y -reply ds that! we want
50,000 acres for cotton growing in the North-
West, and that if my electora refuse to give
up their share of this small area they
can get someone else to represent them,
for I1 will not. I yield to no one
in my admiration of the men who, in the past
went up North with their w~ives and kiddies
and faced isolation and hardships. At the
same time I am going to demand justice to
this new industry in the shape of the mak-
ing available of a small proportion of land
in the North-West for cotton cultivation. The
crop is not a difficult one to grow. It re-
quires only inferior land, one might even ay
poor land. I have a splendid sample of cot-
ton growrn within 500 yards of high. water
mark At South Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin! There is good land
down there.

Mr. TEES2DALE: There is plenty of grit
in it too. It is not generally known that
so far back as 1905 Mr. Fitzgerald, a Bache-
lor of Science, personally visited our North-
West and prepared a very complete map and
interesting data as to the possibilities of
cotton growing there. The map exists to-day,
showing in green all the suitable areas. Mr.
Fitzgerald positively put his name to the
statement that this land is thoroughly adapted
for the growth of cotton and other tropical
products. le mentions cotton particularly,
and says it should be one of our staple indus-
tries. The area which he indicates is about
200 miles inland from Derby. At present 200
miles from the seaboard is a little too distant
for us to tackle. However, it is satisfactory
to know that there is plenty of similar round
close to the ports. The time when Mr. Fits-
gerald inspected the land was from May to
October, positively the worst part of the year.
December would be the best time to see that
country. Nearly half a millilon acres of culi-
tivahie land within seven miles of the port of
Derby can be utilised for cotten growing, The
member for Kimberley (Mr. Durack) and his
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constituents -will be vary glad to hear this.
Though there was a failure in cotton growing
in that neighbourhood, the failure was due
to want of knowledge on the part of those
attempting the venture. Unfortunately the
result was disastrous, andl in consequence,
cotton growing to-day has a rather unenviable
notoriety with some residents of Fremantle.
It is interesting to know that on Sunday
Island there is at the present time fine cotton
growing, as much as 6lbs. of cotton being
got to the bush. I put that matter to -Mr.
Jones to-day, and he said the return was sim-
ply extraordinary. Very careful records have
been kept by a friend of mine of the returns
of cotton on Sunday Island year by year,
and those records show that the yield in-
creases every year. In America a
good average return is 65Olbs. of cot-
ton to the acre; I do not know how many
bushes are planted on an acre, not having
been given that information. I hope every
member of the House will do a little bit, if
only from a joking point of view, to help
in the establishment of the cotton industry
in Western Australia. I hope every hon.
member will take some cotton and supply his
electors for planting purposes. I am pleased
to say that the Queensland expert, in whom I
have been so mnch interested, has arrived to-
day. It takes a load of responsibility off my
shoulders, because about 300 people have ap-
plied to me for chemicsal analyses of their
soils with a view to determining the suitability
for cotton growing. I shall refer all those
people to the Queensland expert. Ife proposes
to go about Western Australia as much as
possible, and to give lecturettes, illustrated
with lantern slide;, to encourage people to put
in small plots of cotton. He has put his time
absolutely at the disposal of the Government,
saying be is prepared to go f or his life for
three months. His one object during those
three months will be to try and arouse the
enthusiasm of our people so that they will do
what has been done in Queensland. I will not
say much about him, except that he is one
of the best men we could posssibly have in
the State. The first day I got to Brisbane
I asked to be furnished with the name of
the best cotton expert in Queensland. I was
given the name of Mr. Jones, and was told
that he was known throughout the State as
a most enthusiastic and experienced cotton
expert, and the Agricultural Department
recommended me to consult him if I wished
to grow the crop. They told me I could
safely go ahead under Mr. Jones' guidance.
He carefully mapped for me an itinerary
through the State, so that I could see the
best illustrations in the shortest time. In
carrying out that itinerary, I gained certain
information which may be of value to us in
a smell way after Mr. .Tones has left Western
Australia. When I came back from Queens-
land I asked my friends to note what the
Yankees should do when they got the news
of this cotton business. It was not long be-
fore we had practical proof. 'The other day

an American firm bought out for cash a thous-
and acres of cotton growing country within
1.5 miles of Rockhampton. Straightaway they
are putting in 400 acres of cotton. The same
syndicate have now signed an £88,000 con-
tract for a spinning factory in Sydney. It is
pretty good proof that the Yankees are going
to swoop down on Australia, because they
recognise that we have the cheapest land in
the world and that we hare a Government
who are giving it away. Before we know
v; here wve arc they will be mopping up every
hit of cotton country in Western Australia
-while 'Western Australians look on and say,
"See what we have missed!'' By the Great
Western Railway to-day two Americans came
over here to look into the cotton industry. I
say, let us look into the cotton business for
ourselves, before it is too late. Do not let the
Yankee crowd come here and mnop up all our
cotton country for a few paltry pounds. If
ive are not careful they may tempt the
Premier to sell half the State to them.
Hero is another illustration ;Within the
last few weeks 77 square miles in the
Northern Territory have been taken up
by a South Australian syndicate. In South
Australia they have no more to go on
than have we ; but they have care-
fully noted the results in Queensland, and in
consequence they have now purchased that
enormous area in the Territory and floated
a company with a capita] of £2150,000. The
Adelaide people know what they are doing.
Do not let us be too late and lose the lot of
it. People have asked why Queensland was
growing cotton 40 or 50 years ago, and why
the industry is only now being revived? That
is easily explained. It was during the Ameri-
can civil wax that; the blockade prevented
cotton going from America to Manchester.
That was Qusenslaud's opportunity. They
had been growing cotton on a small scale pre-
viously, but they realised that, that was the
time for rapid development. In less than
three seasons they increased their acreage
by 10,000 acres. They got splendid prices
until the blockade broke and the war was
ever. When matters again becaine normal,
by virtue of the long distance Queensland
was unable to compete with American cotton.
Now, however, when America is in trouble,
-when two-thirds of her crop has been de-
stroyed by weevil and other pests, is Austra-
lia's opportunity. Let us profit by America's
disaster and keep our cotton country to our-
selves, selling to the Old Country all the cot-
ton we can grow, or even selling it to Aus-
tralian factories, which are able to take all
we can produce. Is not that a fine goal,
Are we not justified in trying to arrive at a
stage where we can provide employment for
all, and when we shall have money enough to
keep the country in affluence? Is it not some-
thing to compete fore I ask bon. members to
talk cotton in their electorates antil we get
seeding areas all over the State, when we
shall see what Nature will do for us.
At present Nature says she is only
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waiting for us to give her the areas to
work upon. I ask everybody to try to encour-
age cotton growing in this State. I compli-
ment the North-West Department on what
baa been done. I was sorry to have to listen
to the indictment brought by the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood). I do not know
that he was justified in attacking a depart-
ment only in its infancy. The Commissioner
has a lbig contract to take on. I made a few
offensive remarks when he was first ap-
pointed-he seemed such a boy to tackle so
tremendous an expanse of country. But, after
travelling with him for a couple of months,
I alterej my opinion. Hfe hasg youth, a very
valuable asset. His father was a great bush-
man, a great surveyor, and did splendid work
in the -North. If the son is half as good as
the father, lie will be a good manl. I ask
the member for Pilbara, and -other North-
ern inenmbers, to give this young fellow a
chance to prove his mettle. Do not let us
discourage him before he knows his district.
It takes 12 mnouths to know one's way about
.the North.

Ron. P. Collier: It took us 12 months to
know the Northern members.

',%r. TEESDALE: This young fellow line
a treipendous task before him. He requires
'reliable overseers, and it is sometimes difficult
to pick the right man. Hec is loth to send
men from down hore all the way up to the
North, men who might be failures. Therefore
he has to rely largely on local mn, and it
is not always easy to get snitable men up
there. Let us give this young fellow a chance
for 12 mionths; if by that time he does not
show tangible e' idence of his ability, it will
be time enough to criticise him. At present
he has a tendency to save money. We have
plenty of money for all puruoses, and we
want some of it spent on the North.

Ron, W. C. Aagwin: Where is it- in the
deficit?

Mr. TEESDALE: They tell me it will he
along in a week or two. 'Up -North we have
been suffering f or very long. We have recog-
nised that there has been a shortage in thle
finnces, and so we have tried to he as econ-
omical as- possible. We have never ap-
pronelied the Government for anything but
essentials. For a couple of months I have
been trying to get a little supply of bolts
and nouts with which to bolt up the Point
Sampson jetty, just to keep it from toppling
over on the State steamer. I feel sure that
this young fellow, the Commissioner for thle
North-West, is doing his best and will do
better still.

Hon. P. Collier: He is a newly married
man.

Mr, TEESDALE.- That is so. Notwith-
standing, he has not hesitated to undertake
official trips which have kept him away from
his wife for long periods. His home is in
Broome, but he has been in Broome less than
in almost any other part of his distribt. In
the circumstances, that is, greatly to his
credit. Of course lie is only a new chum.
But then we were all new churns up there
Once, 'Even the member for Pilbara wa

hushed up there on one occasion. I have
been waitibg for the Beadon jetty for
six years. It will serve one of the oldest
districts in the State, one of the finest sheep
breeding areas in Western Australia. The
place has never had the facilities granted to
other ports. When they have a few fat
sheep to send down to Perth, they are con-
fronted with a charge of 5is. per hlead for
lighterage. In ninny instances the roads are
blocked in consequence of drought, and they
have to let their sheep die. Frequently when
there lins been good sale for lambs in Perth
those people have been quite unable to get
them down, and so there has, beun no induce-
mient to increase their flocks and herds.
When the jetty is available they will
increase their flocks ani arrange addi-
tional pad docks, and thus carry out a lot of
wdrk they have not been able to get done
for the last five years. I nam pleased that a
trustworthy and capable officer is going up
there to superintend the work, and I ant
thiajikful to thle M.kinister for Works for allow-
ing hini to go. Ho is a manl who knows the
North well, and the Onislow district better
thian I do. There is no man more capable
of putting the job through to a satisfactory
conclusion than this particular officer. Last
night we witnessed son e extraordinary tac-
tics, on the part of one or two members. For
the last six years they have been advocating
the developmenit of the South-West. I have
beard the South-West talked of until I know
it by heart. Last night a member, who re-
presents a South-West electorate, rend out
a tremendously long list of public utilities
that lie maintains ,are required there. The
list was long enough to almost cause the
Premier to waive his South-West inami-
gratiun scheme altogether, and select sonic
other part of the State in which to
settle the newcomers. The list of re-
quirecupts was enough to frighten any-
One. The me~niber in question asked for
schools, hospitals, pestal and telegraph facili-
ties, roads, bridges, and I was going to say'
he might have included a lunatic asylum.
lie let us off that, however. It is extraord-
inary that a memiber who has arrived at the
height of his ambilition in having a big sum
of ipacty spent in his own district should
iirned iately begin to cavil and quibble about
what has yet to be done. Re will not give
the Prenier a chance of starting his scheme,
but bombards him hero with a list of re-
quirements for the future. It is net a fair
thing. That member, whoever he is, ought
to be delighted with what he has already got
fronm the Premier, and with the prospective
expenditure in the South-West of further
large sums of money.

The MNiniser for Works: That member has
no political tact.

lion, P. Collier: He has not the tact of
the Minister for Works.

mr. TEESDA-LE: I was astonished to
rend an account in the "Dil News'' on
Moinday of a. valedictory function given to
the late Colonial Secretary. It reveals a de-
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plorable state of affairs o"l the part of cer-
tain heads of departments.

Holl. P. Collier: Was it not a welcome
t., the new Mlinister?

Mr. TEESDALE: I stand corrected. Ap-
parently it was a combined] function. Dr.
Alkinson, the Commissioner of Public Hfealth,
ii ant officer Ihave always had the greatest
respect for. I amt sure the State is fortunate
in possessing such an official. I was, how-
ever, positively astonished to read the re-
marks hie made on that occasion. I take
great exception to then,. It is a disgraceful
thing that heads of departments should stand
ill, and practically bludgeon a new Minister.

Honl. P. (oilier: They lectured bin,.
The Minister for Works: Go on!

M.TEESDALE: Undoubtedly they lee
lired] the new Minister, and practically in.
stilted his intelligence by telling him lie must
bow to their superior knowledge.

The Minister for Works: They could not
bare told him that.

Mr. TEESDALE: If this is not correct
the Minister must deal with the paper in
question.

Haon. It. F. Troy: I amt sure they said it.
Mr. Siions: They said worse than the re-

port indicates.
Nfr. TEESD)ALE: The report reaas an

follows:-
Dr. Atkinson (Public Health Conranis-

sioner) counselled Mr. Sanipson to be
guided by his officers, who had had so much
experience in their work and realised what
was before them,.

Apparently the new 'Minister di -d not realise
what wns before bin.. He was not suipposed
to have any intelligence at nil. It was for
hint to recognise that these officials knew
what they were talking about and that they
were prepared to let hin profi by it if be
behaved himself. The new Minister must
have no opiuiolp of his own. The report goes
on-

Some time ago, when a proposal of an
officer -as turned down by a Minister early
in his career, experience had shown that
his action had been wrong.

That amounts to saying that somne unfor-
tunate Minister who had refused t~o profit by
the experience of his departmental heads -as
given a bad time. They proceeded to make
his position so untenable that he was obliged
to leave. The report continues-

The departmental officers knew a good deal
abou.t their own work and would help the
Minister if hie was prepared to listen to
them.
Mr. Simneu: Conditional help!I
Mr. TEESDALE: If I had been the Min-

ister I would have said I had listened to them
long enough and would have shown them out
of the office. I am astounded at the position
adopted by the new Minister. I am sorry to
ay a painfnl feeling bas been created inl
Perti through the omission Olt the part of
the new 'Minister to vindicate his positionI
and say to the heads of departments tbat it
was for him to dictate to them and not for
them to dictate to him.

E15]

HOn. P. Collier: Hear, heart
Mr. TEESDALE: We have arriv-ed at a

fine state of things when heads of depart-
mnctits, in Government time, publicly announce
to Ministers what they shall do. These junc-
tion. should be held in the private time of
the officers of the service, and not in the pub-
lic time. There are some very highly paid
officials in the service whose time should
be valuable. It would be better if they
adjourned to the Civil Service Club, the
Weld Club,' the City Club, or the Comn-
nies-cial Travellers' Club to carry oat these
functions, instead of doing it in the time
when they are employed by the Government.
We know how the supernumeraries of the
officers are working while their chiefs are
drinking success to new Ministers.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: You are
taking that report for ranted.

Mr. Simnons: It is true; we have had it
i erified.

Mr. TEESDALE: Dr. Atkinson, =accrd-
ing to the report, said-

Referring to economies, there came a time
-and sonc of them believed that that
time -as now-when they could no longer
continue to reduce expenditure-

It is 110 use bringing a Budget down here.
These offiis have wuade up their minds
about it. They have said the time has ar-
rived.

~r. Sinmous: They ought to call it the
Civil Cics

Mr. TEESDlALE: The report goes on to
say-

without a cessation, of some of the activi-
ties of the department.

That m'eans if the Minister interferes with
them they will simply sit down and do no-
thing. They have agreed that if the Minis-
ter dictates to them they are not going to
carry out their duties any more than is neces-
sary, and we shall then have a good example
of the go-slow p~olicy of some other gentle-
men. The report continues-

Re trusted the new Minister would b6 able
to bring in more revenue.

I trust the Minister will stop that sort of
thing at once, and that we shall have no more
of it. I an' sorry for him. He has disap-
pointed ine at the outset by allowing these
officers to dictate to him, instead V$ exercis-
ing his authority as at responsible Minister
of the Crow.,. He should have told the,, that
is intention was to carry out his duties ac-

cording to the Government policy, and that
he would not be subject to their dictation.

HOn. P. Collier: What did the 'Minister
say in reply to these remarks?

Mr. TEESDALE: What the Mfinister said
is contained i, four lines. The report
says-

The Minister in reply said there was
every justification for the eulogistic re-
marks contc-rning Mr. Broun.

The Minister was evidently so flabbergasted
and so dominated by the remarks that had
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preceded his own that he was incapable of
saying anything. The report continues-

He, Mr. Sampson, had not come into
office with any delusions. Hfe did not yet
know the ramifications covered by the De-
partment.

That was a lovely finish up.
Hon. P. Cornier: He was told to keep a

stiff upper lip to the Premier. It is the most
impudent thing that has occurred for a long
time. If that is all the Minister said he has
made a poor start.

Mr. TEESDALE: In another part of the
report the paper attributes to Dr. Anderson,
the Inspector General of the Insane, the fol-
lowing remarks:

The work had caused the late Minister
great anxiety and probably contributed to
his ill-health. In the matter of economy, he
trusted that Mr. Sampson would approach
the Premier with a stiff upper lip.
Mrs. Cowan: I hope he will, so far s the

Medical Department is concerned.
Mr. TEESDALJE: Whatever may be said

about the member for Beverley (Mr. Broun),
I do not think he would ever have allowed the
officials to talk like that without showing
them the door. He would never have allowed
them to dictate to him. He was always
amenable to reason and recognised that his
officers possessed considerable knowledge, but
he always kept uip his own end, as it is neces-
sary for a Minister to do. I do not take much
interest in the Address-ia -reply. If I had my
way it would be abolished altogether. It is
a weary old thing. I was extremely sorry for
His Excellency the Lient.-Governor while he
was reading the Speech, for he was wiping his
forehead on several occasions out of sheer
distress. I am -also sorry for those members
who have tried to fill several columns of
I'IlYhnsard " out of the mnaterial we find in the
Speech. It has been well and truly worn to
a frazzle by the first three members who
opened the debate. There have been 47 seem-
ber. since trying to say the same thing in a
different way. I san the 48th and have now
finished what I have to say. I hope members
will not forget about the Yankees and the cot-
ton, whatever else they may forget in myv
speech.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. CHEPSS;ON (Que) r-,581: I welcome
the Premier hack to these shores. T also con-
gratulate him on being the first Premier to
adopt the British Overseas Dominioii scheme
of immieration. The scheme which has been
outlined in the Speeh reeuires. a good deal of
Organisation. The only doubt T have about
it is in regard to the Organisation. It Is
not a. difficult matter to secure immigrants,
but when we get them here our trouble will
be to keen themn. We are to bring in 25i.00"
immnieraqnts a year. Whben we bring them in T
am sure they will be the means of throwing
out Of employment Many Of our own people.

We should do all we can to bring immigrants
to our shores and to people this State, but our
&art duty is to our own people, and to see that
they have every opportunity of securing land
and keeping in employment. The scheme that
has bee]n outlined aims at bringing in 75,000
people to Western Australia in from three to,
five years and settling 6,000 families. We
have been told that £3,000,000 has been set
aside to place 3,000 settlers in the South-
West. If we can be guided by the experience
of the soldier settlement scheme in the South-
West, under which the settlers were placed
on their holdings for about £1,200 per man,
I think the whole of the £6,000,000 will be
utilised in settling the new arrivals
in the South-West. It means that peo-
ple who are brought out at present will have
to serve as apprentices for 12 months before
they can go on the land themselves. During
that time they are to work for a payment be-
low the ruling rate of wages for farm Ilahonrers
in the rural districts. If we bring people here,
n-e shonuld take every step possible to see that
they become contented, If we ask people to
work for a mere pittance, it will surely lead
to trouhle. Such people will wander back to
the city. Many of them who will be brought
out will1 probably he found to be tradesmen
whose natural incelination will be to go back
to the cities to secure employment. As we
have no secondary industries here to speak of,
they will probably go to the Eastern States.
Great care must be taken in the selection of
immigrants. I know a doctor under whose
notice a lot of the immigrants have come. He
told nie that severni tuibercular patients had
congulted him, -while others, who had comet
out under the Overseas settlement scheme, bad
been suffering from shell shock. This demon-
strates that great eare has nut been taken in
the selection of the rnwcomers We should
semi to London a doctor from Western Austra-
lia who has bad experience in the country dis-
tricts and who knows the disjabilities the new
settlers will be confrontedl with. Intending:
emigrants should be exmined by him. All
emigrants should be made to pass a medical
examination. We should g-et the best imimi-
grants possihle and are not likely to get them
unless everything is made to depend upon the
selection. We all realise that the children of
to-day will be the nation of to-morrow, hence
the great neceesity for every care inl the
seletion. If that care is not exercised, we
shall hring out people who arc not fit to take
up work on the land. If we do not safe-
guard this position, we will find people drift-
iLag back to Perth, and we will find a repe-
tition of what happened from 1010 to 19?0.
when we brought in 40,000 immi'vrants. and
the population only. increased by MOO00. show-
ing that miost of the people mnust have gZone
to the Easiern States or else returned home.
Another important matter to he dealt w-ith
is the provision f or mnarketing produce. Once
an immic-rant startg producing in a bigr way,
he is conf'rnted with a limited market locally.
end in a short time he will find it completely
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glutted. The Government should see that a
market is obtained for the produce of Wes-
tern Australia. While I realise the necessity
for a closer settlement scheme in the South-
WVest, I also appreciate the fact that there
is a lot of land adjacent to the railways open-
ing up many avenues for settlement. The only
way wre can settle that land alongside the
railways is by imposing a land tax. I would
tax people who hold such lanid out of exist-
ence. People who hold land for speculative
purposes are no good to this State. The
Government have had to run railways to the
interior, and we should see that the land
traversed by those railways is put to proper
use.

The Minister for Works: There is a lot of
land in the South-West adjacent to railways
that YOu cannot cultivate. The land is only
fit for grazing.

Mr. Lutey: If the land has no value, it
bill not be taxed.

Mr. CHESSON: Mention has been made
of an agricultural scheme for the Carnarvon
area. I have spoken to a number of people
who have been in that district for a long time,
and who know the country. They tell me that
it is not an agricultural proposition there,
but rather pastoral. One man I spoke to, has
had a lot of experience in growing vegetables
and so on. He tells me that he can cultivate
the land and grow the vegetables all right,
but the trouble arises in the cost of the work.
He informed me that he was satisfied the
time was not far distant when the State
would have to cut up the present big pastoral
holdings, although he could not regard them
as agricultural propositions at all. I advise
the Government to go slowly regarding the
agricultural scheme for Carnarvon. Some
men are there already, and the Government
should see how matters develop with them.
it is easy to go in for a larger scheme later
,on-

The Minister for Works: The member for
Cascoyne makes out that it is fine land there.

Mr. CHESSON: I agree that the land is
good], but the whole trouble isr in regard to
the water. Another matter to which I desire
to draw attention is the cheesepariag method
adopted by the 'Medical Department. A num-
he-r of miners who have been stricken down,
ore spending their last days at Wooroloo.
Several men from the Murehison are there
suffering from silicosis, which is not a tuber-
cular trouble, but arises from dust in the
mines. These men are practically on the scrap
heap. They are men who have dlone a lot of
pioneering, Those men have been trans-
ferred to the Old Men's Home, on the grouid
that it costs less to keep them there than it
they were left at Wooroloo. For my part, I
think that when a man has spent the best
portion of his life in the back country and
is then stricken down, the least that can be
done for him is to permit him to finish up his
days at Wooroloo. The men I refer to were
perfectly satisfied with the treatment they re-
ceived from Dr. Mitchell.

Mr. Boyland: Do not blame the Medical
APepartnwiet blame the Government who
starve the Medical Department.

Mr. CHESSON: I wish to give the Go-
vernment every credit for calling tenders and
letting a contract for the erection of a
recreation hall at Wooroloc. That question
has been brought forward year after year for
some time. I cannot give the Government
praise,' however, for some alterations made
there. Members representing goldfields con-
stituencies have urged the provision of a few
blinds which could be let down to keep out
wet weather in winter, and raised to let in
the sunlight on fine days. Instead of doing
that the cad of the buildings has been built
uip, thus shutting out all the sunlight. By
doing that, the Government have wasted
the money and materials as well,

The Minister for Works: That work was
strongly recommended.

Mr. CHESSON: All that was required
were a few blinds to keep out the wet weather.

The Minister for Works: What has been
done was what the medical authorities wanted.

Mr. CHESSON: The whole of the patients
were supplied about 12 months ago with cups;
now they have enamel mugs to drink out of.
The enamel has chipped off, leaving the iron
exposed. In the bottom ward there is a hot
water supply, but after the water runs from
the cook house to the ward, it is only luke
warm, and not fit for sterilising purposes.
If ny of us were out back and had an
enamel mug chipped in the way the ones I
refer to are damaged, we would throw them
away. From every point of view, I contend
these mugs should be done away with.

The Minister for Workcs: The hot water
supply there has been examined for some time
and I hope to have a report this week. I will
take a note of what you say regarding the
mugs.

Mr. CEIESSON: The Old Men's Home at
Claremont is practically a pensioners' home.
Anyone desiring admission to the home has
difficulty, unless he can secure either an invalid
or an old age pension. A miner recently came
down from Marble Bar. He was known to
every goldfields member and to most miners.
He had pioneered every ifield in Western Aus-
tralia. He was stricken down at Marble Bar
and came to Pilbara. He was sent down to
the Old Men's Home by Dr. Wilson. He was
a man who from weighing 11 stone had
been reduced to eight stone in weight.
He was admitted to the institution but
was turned out after being there for
some time because he could not qualify
for a pension. He came to me and
I went into his ease, which I discussed with
the department. I told the department that
if a man were thrown out in his condition, I
would have to take the matter further. I
was informed that he bad been offered a job
at 10s. or 15s. a week, and that he would not
take it. The man's answer to that was that
if he could work he would not be at the
institution, flat was the proper attitude to
adopt too. The man was sent to Dr. Barker,
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and later be was re-admitted. That is not
the only case where such a thing has hap-
pened. I think the home should be for any
old man who has been stricken down with
illness, The Commonwealth Gorernment are
not acting properly. The Commonwealth
people are trying to cut out the invalid and
old age pensions in every way possible.

Sittiag suisiended from 6.15 V; 7380 p-1m.

Mr. CHESSON: Before tea I was coinpli-
meniting the Glovernment. on their efforts to
secure the invalid or old age pension before
people were admitted to the homnes. I dis-
approve of the actioa of the Commonwealth
Government in keping down the amount of
sustenance allowed to these old men. There
is no chance of getting a pension unless ap-
plication is made before the person concerned
enters the homne. The State receives 10s. 6(d.
towards the upkeep of inmtates; 2s. is allowed
for comfort money and 2s. Gd. is saved by the
Commonwealth. I maintain that the pen-
sioner is entitled to the extra half-crown.
The Government should take uip this matter.
I understand there is sonic talk of introduce-
ing a Bill to make it compulsory for every
miner to contribute to the Miners' Relief
Fund. If this is done, there will he a rumpus
oil the Murchison. Our teen contributed for
a nIUMber of years, buit they were dissatisfied
wvith the way the fund was run. They began
by paying 3d. per week, the mine owners
paying 3d., and the Government 3d. It was
not long before the contribution 'was increased
to Gd. a week, and a little while after to 9d.
All the time the administration costs were
being piled up. The 'Murchison people have
no objection to compulsory insurance under
Government supervision embracing the whole
of tile S.tate, lint they contend that the bookas
of any fund should be audited by a Govern-
ment auditor. There is practically only local
supervision of the relief fund. The Murchi-
son people are dissatisfied with their treat-
inent for this reason: mecn, who were working
for wages, went prospecting for a month and
then returned to wages. When they were
stricken down, they found that they were de-
clared to be untfinancial, simply because
they bad not contributed during the month
they were prospecting. No notification of
their failure to contribute was given them by
the board. The member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) said the tariff had been respon-
sible for the closing down of a lot of lowr
graLde mines. That is a fallacy. The whole
trouble is due to the high railway freights
and to the extra. demands of the men necessi-
tated by the increased cost of commodities.
The men had to make an extra call on the
industry in order to exist. On the Mur-
chison there was a large quantity of second-
hand machinery which was used to supply
the requirements of the fields. After the
war the prices of machinery increased. at
least 400 per cent. and the second-hand stuff,
which had ben bought for a song, went np to
a price equal to double that of new machinery
in pre-war days. This has been a big factor

in the closing down of the mines. Coin-
inodities like wheat and butter also increased
greatly in price. Western Australia has been
etttablished long enough to be able to supply
the whole of its butter requirements, and it
is not sufficient to advance the necessity for
importing butter as justification for thle in-
creased price. In Victoria the butter indus-
try was built up on the bonus system. When
Victoria made such strides, New South Wales
started to produce butter on a big scale and
was not long in securing on output equnl to
Victoria'b, Queensland started much later,
and I believe now produces more per capita
than the other two States mentioned. What
has been done in Queensland can be done in
Wcstern Australia. The sme applies to
bacon raising. If more flour were gristed in
Western Australia it would he a good thing
for the State as the offal would be'available
for subsidiary industries. Railway freights
had a big effect on the working of low grade
propositions. Most of the goods now going
to the Murchison are being forwarded by par-
cel post and delivered by the mail coaches,
a much cheaper method than by sending
them over the State railways. A flat rate
has been arranged between the Commonwealth
and the State, and the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment are receiving a big benefit which
should be reaped by the State. A consid-
erable amount of revenue could be saved to
the State if this matter were investigated.
The Commissioner of Railways, in reply to
thle Royal Commissioner, said a general im-
pression prevailed in late years that we bad
increased our railway rates and passenger
rates to such an extent as to make them op-
pressive; the actual increase of railway earn-
ings per head of population since 1913-14:
wits only 21 3s. 7d., or 16.73 per cent. That
is a wr7ong basis on which to place the figures,
especially freights. People in the metro-
politan area pay little or nothing for freights.
The whole of the goods consumed in Perth
are conveyed to the capital by river or motor
lorry. Biy far the greatest proportion of
freight is borne by the people in thre hack
parts of the State. Considering that 40 per
cent, of the population is in the metropolitan
area, we aire safe in concluding that the peo-
ple in the country pay double the amount
mentioned by the Commissioner. The rates,
of course, press most heavily on those fur-
thest out. I must compliment the State Pros-
pecting Board on their good work. They
]live equipped a great number of parties
and senti them out. There has heen a find in
the Meekatharra district by Hlolden, one of
the oldest prospectors in the State. In and
around Cue mining at present is looking much
brighter. A mine held for many rears by
the Fingall, and afterwards abandoned, 'has
been taken up by parties of men, and a. decent
discovery has be~en made. This property has
since been acquired by companies who arc
doing developmental work, and the prospects
are good. The crushings at the Cue bat-
tery hare been satisfactory, which fact
has meant a great deal to Cue. I
have a grievance regarding Mount Sir
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Samuel. A prospector Darned W. H.
Ford, who has been in the district for nmnny
years, made application for the Bellevue
lease, held by do femnales for a number of
years. His letter deals very fully with the
matter. He states-

We waited on the Minister with refer-
enee to the State battery, which is Dow
leased. The cost of crushing has been
raised from 10s. 6id. to 12s. 6id. per ton. We
aslked to have the old rate e~ntinued, the
Goverament to subsidise the lessee to the
extent of 2s. per ton when crushing for
prospectors. Mr. Scaddan replied that we
would have to pay the 1s. 6id. per ton, or
it would be a matter of shifting the bet-
tery, as there were lots of other places
wanting batteries.

I have little to complain of on that score,
My complaint bears more on the latter part
of Ford's statement-

I next asked- him about a little matter
which Concerns myself-the old 'Bellevue
lease, which has been held by de Bernales,
or his representatives, on and off for the
last 10 years. It was forfeited in the latter
part of last year for non-paymnent of rent
so I made application for it. Last week,
the day before Mr. Scaddan arrived here,
I received word from the registrar that my
application for the lease was approved
subject to the conditions that mining on
the portions covered by the tailings and ma-
chinery area that are held by the Westra-
lian Machinery Company be confined to be-
low a depth of 50 feet from the natural
surface.

Did anyone ever heard of anything like that?
Panty saying that you lied to prospect 50
feet from the natural surface!

I told the Minister that I had not seen
anything in the Mining Act to the effect
that the holder of a tailings area or a
machinery area, had the right to the ground
to a depth of 50 feet from the surf ace. He
said that as long as the areas were held they
must be protected. I produced the Mining
Act and asked to be shown where it stated
that mining had to be confined to
a depth below 50 feet from the surface,
but of course they could not show it. I
then asked if there was no time limit for
holding tailings and machinery areas. Mr.
Scaddan then turned to the Under Secre-
tary for Mines (Mr. Calanchini), who said
that as Mr. Beriieles was paying rent to
the Crown be had a perfect right to the
ground. Mr. Scaddan then asked him if
it could be held for an indefinite time, and
,%r. Calanchini replied, yes. So, as the
machinery area includes all the shafts on
the Bellevue except one that is on a sep-
arate line of reef, I do not see what use
the lease is to anyone for mining purposes.
I have held a lease on the south end of the
Bellevue for over eight years. There is a
chute on it that was worked by tributers
in 1911 and 1912 to a depth of about 110
feet on the underlay. It was all crushed
at the State- battery. The oxidised ore

went up to 3 oz. per ton. The sulphide,
which canmo in at water level, only gave a
return over the plates of 123/_2 dwts., but
they caught concentrates over a blanket
table which returned up to £120 a ton; so
that it is proved to be carrying its values
down, and the reef is 6 feet wide. After
the company closed down, Bernales bought
up the whole concern. The water was
allowed to rise, and the tributers were
forced out. Now, to get at that stone
without draining the water out by pumping
from one of the Bellevue shafts would mean
working and sinking in water the whole
time. M-%r. Send dan said that he would see
what he could do about getting me the
right to use the shafts on the machinery
area. That, of coarse, would mean being
entangled with Demtales, who is a mant
that I would not have anything whatever
to do with. The better plan would be for
the Government to give him six months
notice to shift his machinery off the lease
and cancel the machintery area. I hare
hopes of getting a Company to take over
the Blellevue leases, bat there is nothing
doing yet; but if I cannot get anyone to
take it, or to put any capital into it, I
may he applying to the Government for a
loan later on to get the water out end get
down to where we know there is payable
stone. Bemnales' representatives pegged
out the slines from the Bollevue last year
when the report of the new method of ex-
traction of copper and gold came out. He
non' holds six tailings areas and a ma-
chinei-y area here. We have known all
along that when the femnales blight sets
in on a place it is very hard to shift, but
we did not know until last week that it
extended to a depth of 50 feet below the
surface in tailings and machinery areas.
It has been said many a time in the back
country here that Bernales has got absolute
control of the M Nines Department; and
after seeing and hearing the Minister and
the Under Secretary for Mines, it is not hard
to believe. I asked them to go tip to the
Bellevue and see the position for them-
selves, but '%r. Scajdan. said that it was
no use, as they knew all about it in the
officqe in Perth. It would be interesting to
know what some of the old hands, 'Mr.
Collier, Mr. Troy and others, think of it.
I believe the 'Bellevue to be one of the
best mines in the State, if it gets a fair
chance with the right machinery and the
right method of extraction.
The Minister for Works: People say things

that are not Correct.

A-r. CRESSON: It is a scandal. I know
what happened with reference to de Bernales.
He applied to the warden through his agent,
and obtained a machinery and tailings area.
There is nothing in the Mining Act that pro-
tects him to a depth of 60 feet below the
surface. Of what ese is any show to a person
if he cannot start on the surface? The ore
has to be bauled to the surface. MrT. do
Bernales should not be allowed to hold the
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leases. Forfeiture counts for nothing if lie
can prevent a man from using the shafts
which were sunk by the Bellevue company.
Borne action should be taken to put a stop
to a blight of this description. This man is
locking up the c~untry and preventing legiti-
mate miners from getting in. What hope
is there of persuading any company to invest
capital if operations cannot be started from
the surface?

Mr. Mfachalum Smith: Ts he making any-
thing out of it

Mr. CRESSON: He is holding those areas
and making nothing out of them. There are,
however, 240,000 to 250,000 tons of tailings
of a refractory nature, and some day they
may be payable. It would take a big plant
to treat them. Why should one man be
allowed to hold leases under these conditions!

Yr. Macallum Smith: I. cannot understand
why he is holding them if he is not working
them,

1fr. CHESSON: He can hold them as
machinery and tailings area, and is not
obliged t0 comply with any labour conditions.

Hon. P. Collier: Some day a method of
treating these refractory ores may ho die-
covred.

Mr. CRESSON: That is why he is holding
on.

-Mr. Underwood: What did you call him?
-Mr. CXtSSON: Re is a pest and a blight

on the mining industry. I am pleased the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) raised
the question of oil concessions. It is a scan-
dalo-us thing that Western Australia should he
held by 30 people at £ 5 a head. It was never
intended that they should have the right
to farm out these oil areas. & gold pros-
pecting area cannot be farmed out, and if the
holder is not prepared to do legitimate work
he has to make room f or someone else. The
same thing should apply to those oil conces-
sions. I understand that the Pilbara, elector-
ate is held by only two people.

Mr. Underwood: -,\y electorate and Roe-
bourne as well.

Afr. CRESSON: I wonder they are not
prosecuted] for trespassing. The Gold Buyers
Act bears somewhat heavily upon the legiti-
mate prospector. Before he can sell a parcel
of gold he has to pay £1. Many prospectors
in my electorate have put through crushings
which have scarcely paid for the cartage and
crushing. It is an injustice that they should
have to pay £1 hefore they can dispose of
their gold. The first thing a prospector has
to do is to pay the charges for treatment
and any debts that may have accumulated,
and he should not be called -upon to pay a
tax before he can sell the product of his
lhbour. This section should be struck out.

Mr. Macallui Smith: The whole industry
has been strangled by taxation.

Mr. CHESSON: That is so. If we wish to
hold our people in this State we must build
up the secondary industries. I am a Western
Australian first and an Australian after that.
If we cannot manufacture our requirements
within the State I have nothing to say against
importing them from -the East. We are all

one people in the Commonwealth. Severa
industries hove been started within the Iasi
few years. The cement works have turne(
out a product equal to anything that is beinj
imported, and it has brought down the cos
of cement 50 per cent, in this State. Th.
has been a great help to the mining industry
The porcelain works are also turning out2
good article. I believe that industry hai
come to stay. Some of the crockery ha,
passed through my hands, and I look upon
as equal to the imported crockery. If thi
comIpany would advertise its ware. on
larger scale, there would be a big sale fo
tl ni.

Mr. flurack: Do you not think the growtl
of our secondary industries has been ire]
in proportion to the growth of population?

Mr. CRESSON: I suppose the hon. mnere
her would include pig raising, wheat gristinj
and so on ilk secondary industries.

Mr. Durack: I suppose so.
Mr. CRESSON: Anid meat works.
Mr. Durack: That would be a primar,

industry.
Mr. CHESSON:, Canning works and butte

factories are secondary industries. There
also rooui for a woollen industry here. It
over 40 years since Tasmania started ow(
and the population there is not as big as tho
of Western Australia. There is room in thi
State for many industries. I hope the Go%
eranient will not lose executive control of th
immigration scheme. The Ugly Men'Is Ai
sociation is doing good work, but the Goi
erment should retain control of the entir
organisation. If we are to have a contente
people we must see that iall are treated alik4
I hope, therefore, that that side of the quei
tion will not be lost sight of. If we wish t
retain those people in Western Australix
they must be contented people here, an,
therefore they must be paid a decent wagi

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUR'
(Hon. H. K. Maley-Greenough) [8.2)]: 1
listening to this debate one might well be ni
mninded of tho lines concerning the Walrr
and the Carpenter~

"The time has come," the Walrus said:
"To speak of inny things;
Of ships, and shoes, and sealing-wax,
Of cabbages and Kings."

Ron. members have had all the latitude ej
pressed in that verse, at any rate with regar
to sealing-wax or red tape. However, I iris
to thank hon. members for their kindly refe
ei'ees to myself. In the matter of the can
paign for inceeased production I have doio
only what I regarded as the plain duty of t1
head of the Agricultural Department. Wbi
I gave a fair amnount of advice to the county
people, I was made the recipient, and quil
naturally, of a fair amount of advice froi
them. I was told that I ought to direct n
efforts towards the people in the city, imates
of appealing to men who were already wonl
iog fairly hard. It was also suggested to ix
that I should dlevote MY attentioa to t0
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Trades Hall. Further, I was recommended to
endeavour to secure somec alteration of the
tariff which presses so heavily on our primary
producers. However, my principal object was
to appeal particularly to those people with
whom I am most closely associated as the
head of the department which chiefly concerns
them. I am pleased to be able to inform the
House that, though not altogether as the re-
sult of my persuasive eloquence, but thanks
rather to more favourable seasonal conditions,
there has been a very remarkable response in
the way of increased production. The area
under crop last year for wheat for grain was
1,336,642 acres; the area under crop for wheat
for hay purposes was 222,049 acres; the area
under oats for grain was 162,871 acres; and
the area under oats for hay was 111,464
acres; making a grand total of 1,833,026
acres under cultivation last year. The
returns for the current year in respect
of .that area are not yet available;
but from the latest figures, which have
been supplied to mne by the Government Stat-
ist, it appears that districts which last year
had under crop a total of 873,319. acres show
this year an increase of 188,090 acres. I sup-
pose I would appear to hon. members as alto-
gether too modest if T (lid not claim a little
credit in respect of that increased production.
Perhaps, I may be pardoned for mentioninig
that many farmers have told me that they put
in a little bit extra because of what I urged
on them in the way of increased production,
and because of the 25,000,000 bushel crop
which I set as the immediate goal. After all,
25,000,000 bushels represent but a small pro-
portion of what the State will do in the -way
of wheat production.

lRon. W. C. Angwin: In 1910 the produc-
tion was 18,000,000 bushels.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUJRE:
That was in response to an appeal made to
the f armers to supply food to the Allies. The
present season will not show so much increased
production, by reason of the clearing which
has been undertaken in connection with the
immigration scheme. Tt is reasonable to as-
snme, however, that the full fruition of that
work will be felt in the next harvest, or the
harvest after. Next year, by virtue of the aryea
of ground being cleared on the wheat belt
under the immigration policy, we may reason-
ably look for an additional acreage under
crop of nearly half a million acres. Taking
things by and large, therefore, my modesty
will not allow me to say that the campaign
I undertook had no effect os9 the increased
rate of production. As a member of Cabinet,
I was very pleasedl to bear tbe highly comnpli-
mentary references made to the results of thq
Premier's mission in connection with the im-
migration scheme. By invitation of the Pre-
mier, I hail the honour of attending two Pre-
micra' Conferences convened by the Prime
Mjinister to consider immigration proposals for
Australia as a whole. At the second of these
conferences, altbongh the proposals of the

Western Austrah"a Government were said to
be the most complete and most acceptable,
yet there was delay in their final acceptance
by the Commonwealth Government. By the
persuasion of his colleagues, and in accordance
with the general consensus of opinion out-
side, the Premier decided to take his immi-
gration proposals Home and place them before
the Imperial Government. The Premier has
dealt at length with the results of his mission,
and I only wish to say that we are all grati-
fied with his complete success. There was an
obligation on the part of the Commonwealtl
to give an early decision regarding the ratio
of help they were prepared to render
the Western Australian Government in
the development of this State. As the
result of 20 years of Federal endeavour,
we have to show, mainly, the expendi-
ture of Commonwealth capital in the
construction of a desert railway, which,
moreover, is only a railway in parts,
having regard to the numerous breaks of
gauge. A eertain amount of Commonwealth
money has been spent in the establishment
of a Naval Base at Fremantle, which base has
now been abandoned. Then there is the
Federal expenditure on the erection of the
superstructure of a General Post Officee here
in Perth. Those three things have -not
added materially to the development of the
State.

Hon. T. Walker: Hear, hear!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I do not suppose that as the result of the
Commonwealth efforts more than 20 or 30 ad-
ditional settlers have become established here.
In striking contrast to the ratio of develop-
ment resulting here from Commonwealth ex-
penditure, we have the development promoted
in Queenslaad by the sugar bounty, to the payh
monnt of which all of us have contributed since
Federation. Again, we find the Commonwealth
spending huge sums: of morney in irrigation
schemes along the River -Murray, schemes
which will materially assist the development
of the States of New South Wales, Victoria,
and South Australia. H4aving regard to these
facts, the Government of this State are
reasonably entitled to expect that any pro-
posals put up by them for furthering the de-
velopment of Western Australia will be sym-
pathetically received by the Commonwealth
authorities. From the national viewpoint, this
undeveloped State constitutes aa absolute
menace to the whole of the Commonwealth.
New I have to make a statement regarding
the affairs of the department under my con-
trol; but before I proceed to render an ac-
count of my stewardship with regard to the
compulsory wheat pool, I wish to make a few
references to the old pools. Let me say
straighlt out that I am not going to offer any
further apologies. I have already apologised
on various occasions for the fact that the
old pools are not wound up. The accounts
so far as this State is concerned have always
been complete and ready. Thbe fault for the
delay does not rest with Western Australia.
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There are some points still to be determined
iii regard to selparation of initerests, and in-
formation is still awaited f romt the
London office for some of the other
pools. Until these matters have been
finalised, and until the Commonwrealth Audi-
tor General certifies to the accounts, the pools
cannot be wound up. I umust express regret
that I am still unable to make a complete
statement. The 1915-16 pooi is the only one
that inns yet been finalised. Altogether it has
p~aid six dividends totalling 4s. 4.819271d. per
bushel, less rail freight. The 1916-17 pool
has made five payments aggregating 4s. 1%d.
per bushel, less rail freight. The accountant
of our wheat scheme has recently been at tine
head offie in MAelbourne, under instructions
not to return until he has obtained some de-
:finite figures re~zartdiig certain pools. How-
ever, the figures which I am giving now may
be regarded as practically final. It is esti-
miatedI that on the 1916-17 pool a further
dividend of I '/2 d. will be available. That
will be at sixth payment, hut not necessarily
the final payment; and it should be avail-
able within the next few weeks.

Non. P. Collier: W"hat will that make the
total paid in ren-ce of the 1916-17 pool?

The 'M[NISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A total of Is, 3d. But that is not final. Any
balance remaining, however, will be infini-
tesimal, I think. Regarding the 1917-18 sea-
son, 4s. 9d. less rail freight has been paid,
and for the 1918.19 season, 5s. 5d. loss rail
freight. It is impossible to say at tine mo-
ment what the actual position of these two
pools may be, or what the equity is really
worth. lit the circumstances, I am not war-
ranted in making any statement on that
point. I did announce some time ago that
tinere was probably an equity of Id. remain-
ing in the poel, but I could not say anything
definite. With regard to the 1919-20 season,,
we have paid 9s. 4d., less rail freight. It is
considered that a further 2d. will be payable
as a fifth, and not necessarily the final divi-
dend within a month or two. For the 1920-
21 pool, where the payments have been 7s. 3d.
less rail freight, it is considered that a fifth
payment, amounting to 4d. per bushel, will
he made available at the same time. Thus,
in all, within a month or so, an additional
7%d, in the aggregate will be paid in re-
speet of the three pools.

Non. P. Collier: No wonder the farmers
got motor-ears last year!

Hon. T. Walker: Do not be envious!
Hon. P. Collier: Good luck to them.
Hon. W. C. Angwia: Now we are hearing

about the rich farmers!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I have come to the point when 1 Can render
an account of my stewardship as Minister
administering the wheat scheme, in connec-
tion with the handling and disposal of the
last harvest under the 'Wheat Marketing Act,
1921. Daring that 12 months, ours was the
only State compulsory pool in Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angin: It was the hest of
the lot.

The MINISTER FOR AURICULTIJXE:
Hon. members will bear in mind that point,
that ours was the only State compulsory 1:001l
last season. The Leader of the Opposition
and the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin), as well as quite a
number of business poeoplej in Western Aus-
tralia, were rather doubtful this time last
year as to tine wisdom of Western Australia
standing on its own when wec had an open
market alongaside us in the Eastern States.

Hon. T. Walker: The success of this pool
should make you go in for another.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Thanks to very excellent innnagement-I
want to pay a tribute to the staff who man-
aged thne wheat scheme-we dischnarged our
heavy responsibilities with credit to thme Gov-
erment and to the people of tine State.

Hon. T. Walker: Winy give it up for a
voluntary pool?

Thne MINISTER FOR AORLCULTURE:
The hon. member probably knows that the
Government nev-er intended to continuethne
responsibility of marketing wheat; it is not
a function of Government.

Ho1n. P. Collier: Having Riven uip all
State trading toncerns, you could not stand
to this one!

[The Deputy Speaker took thd' Chnair.]

The MINISTER FOR AGRIOTJLTUJRE;
Thme total quantity of wheat received into
the pool as: at the 31st July was 11,755,499
bushels, The quantity sinipped as grain was
7,678,158 bushels. The wheat sold locally,
including supplies to nnillers for flour for
lcal consumption, and for private export,
was 3,323,757 bushels. Stocks on hand at the
31st July totalled 803,892 bushels. It was
considered at tine time that this balance
would be si~flicient to provide for local con-
sumuption requirements until the middle of
)December. Now that the new harvest is
within sight-we are assured of a harvest but
we are not assured of a complete harvest,
unless we get a fair amount of rain Very
shortly and a considerable amount later
on to complete it-we can anticipate
our requireumnts for next season and
feel assured that they are in sight.
The payments to farmers as dividends
on wheat certificates, which have been made
to date in connection with the present pool,
are as fellows:-First payment, 3s. per
bushel on the 24th December, 1921; second
payment, Is. 4d. per bushel less freight, on
the 10th May, 1922, third payment, 6d, per
bushel on the 28th July, 1922, or a total of
49. 10d. less freight. This compares more
than favourably with the payments made to
farmers through the voluntary pools in the
Eastern States. In Victoria, the wheat cor-
poration have paid their farmers to date 4s,
4d. less freight. The voluntary pools in
South Australia and New South Wales paid
4s. 6d, per bushel less freight. It will be
seen that our payments are substantially in
excess of thos paid to farmers in the Eastern
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States. We hope our pool wvill work out on a
net basis of 4s. 10d. to the farmers at sidings.
According to the quotations on the Mel-
bourne Stock Exchange, their equity
amounts to 6id., bringing it up to what we
pay net. That is to say, we have already
paid 4s. 10d. less freight, and will pay
another 4d., making our results, as far as we
can see, 2d. or 3d. ahead of the Victorian
figuires, judged by the quotations on the Mel-
bourne Stock Exchange.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a very good. re-
sult. Rave you any figures showing the
average price for local consumption based on
those values?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I will deal with that later on.
We have always held to the policy that it was
preferable to export our wheat in the form of
flour where possible, instead of as grain. This
policy has not only been of advantage in
providing products for secondary industries,
including dainying, bacon curing, poultry
raising, and so on, but it has provided em-
ployment in the numerous flour mills through-
out the State. I will quote figures to show
what our flour export position has been. The
total quantity of flour exported from Australia
between 30th November, 1921, and the 30th
June, 1922, was 221,171 tons, made up as
follows:-New -South Wales', 69,870 tons,
representing 31 per cent.; Victoria, 86,627
tons, or 39 per cent.; South Australia, 29,261
tons, or 14 per cent.; and Western Australia,
35,418 tons, or 16 per cent. Had, however,
the States exported flour on the basis of the
exportable surplus of wheat fin each State,
Western Australia's share need only have been
24,329 tons. If it has been on the basis pro
rata to the population, it need only have been
15,000 tons. As a fact, howtver, Western Aus-
tralia was able to export 35,413 tons, or
11,000 tons more than on the basii of the wheat
quota, and over 20,000 tons more than on the
population quota. That was the position up
to the .30th June. We have always rigidly
maintained the provisions of the Act regard-
ing the fixing of the price of wheat on the
export parity. That has not always oper-
ated in the Eastern States, and it was by
reason of that fact that our mills, subsequent
to the 30th June last, had, for a month or
two, practically a monopoly of the whole of
the Australia flour export trade. On the lst
July, we were faced with a rather difficult
situation. We had from the previous month
more than 4,000 tons of flour, gristedl and
carried over for local consumption. That
meant that we had practically' provided for
the whole of the consumption for the follow-
ing month. We were faced with a bare offal
market, and with the fact that mills were
closing down because they could not get any
further export trade. The management of the
wheat scheme gave consideration to the posi-
tion. The dairy farmers would have had to
pay very high prices for bran imported from
the Eastern States, where it was scarce. The
management decided to advance the price of
bran from £3 to £9 59. per ton. Owing to the

fact that the pools in the Eastern Stntes were
not charging the millers upon the London
parity, our mills were able to step in and
secure some 20,000 tons of export flour trade,
thus ensuring us a fair supply of bran and
pollard for the rest of the season. The unem-
ployed situation was fairly acute at the time,
and, seeing that most of the mills commenced
working full time, it relieved the situation all
round. The member for Leederville (Mr.
Carter) and others muaic certain remarks re-
garding the offal position. Relatively speak-
ing, however, the price of offal has been inn-
terially lower in Western Australia thtan in
the Eastern States, It was only by this policy
of raising the price of offal that the mills were
given a chance to compete against the Eastern
States-we did not then know that they were
not going on the London parity, for their
wheat-and thus provide offal supplies
within the State. At the commencement
of the season we anticipated that the
handling charges, by means of our single
control, would be less than formerly.
Knowing where the ships were to go to and
when, we knew that we could arrange for a
flow of wheat over the railway system to the
ports as the boats were conitug in, and we
anticipated, therefore, that we would be able
to handle the harvest at a lower cost than at
any other season tinder the control of the
Australian Wheat Board. I am pleased to in-
form the House -that wye have been able to
keep well within the estimate of 3d. per
bushel from the fannier's wagon to the
ship. I anticipate that the costs will not
exceed 2%~d. per bushel for the actual hand-
ling and administration charges. Out of that
rote, 1%d. was payable to the Westralian
Farmers as the sole acquiring agents, with the
co-operative companies, acting as local agents
throughout the State. It means, therefore,
that the balance of 1d. per bushel was su~ffi-
cient to pay the interest on the over-draft;
insurance of wheat locally frote fire and flood;
all costs at port, including stacking, unstack-
ing, tallying, sampling, slinging, etc.; in-
spcos salaries and travelling expenses;
officers' salaries and board fees; all sundry
expenses between siding and ship; and all
other administration and overhead expenses.

Hon. - P. Collier: The co-operative pool
seem pretty confident.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
do not know whether they have been wise in
making all the statements they have made.
This time next year they will have to stand
up against all the criticism I have had levelled
at me. From the figures I have given, it
will be seen that from siding to f.o.b. the
pool cost, for acquiring 1%d., for adminis-
tration Id., while the average rainage was
41/1., making a total of 6%Ad. per bushel;
whereas probably, when associated with the
Australian pool we never succeeded in doing
it for less than 8d. In conclusion, I wish to
explain the Government's decision in regard
to de-control for this season. Hon. members
doubtless have read the file which has been
on the Table. When moving the second read-
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ing of the W"heat Marketing Bill last session,
I said its introduction was necessitated by
the indecision of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment as to whether they would assist the
continuation of the old wheat board, or
whether they would assist the voluntary pool.
That decision was pending almost until the
harvest was coming in. Over here through
our isolation we have suffered much in re-
spect of Federal decisions, and accordingly
the State Government resolved that we should
wait no longer before deciding upon the
handling of the harvest. It has been a very
great responsibility, a responsibility which
we were warned against by several sections
of the community. In charging me with that
responsibility the Premier said, " You will
have to stand up against much criticism,
because I do0 not think it is the function of
government to accept such responsibility.''
However, we have come out of the business
very well. At the beginning of last harvest
we had no assurance that the harvest would
be systematically handled, certainly not by
the old wheat acquiring agencies. Apart
from the statements put up by the trustees
of the voluntary pool, we have obtained the
assurance of the old acquiring firms, Messrs.
Darling & Son, Louis Dreyfus & Co., and
Dalgety & Co. that they will be active. More-
over, the mills wvill be operating, and so, too,
will the various produce merchants. In the
circumstances the harvest ought to be capa-
bly handled; indeed, with a full knowledge
of the correspondence hetween the Govern-
ment and the trustees, we can rest assured
that the harvest will be satisfactorily handled
without the Government taking upon them-
selves the responsibility of control any longer
than is necessary.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What are you going
to do with your 2,000 clients?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They have the alternative of putting their
wheat in the hands of the trustees of the
vountary pool or of selling it to private
purchasers. If the clients of the board do
not account for the proceeds of their har-
vest, it will certainly limit the time during
which they are to be assisted. Full precau-
tions will be taken by the management to let
everybody know who is to handle the wheat,
and who are the clients of the board.

Hron. W. C. Angivin: I suppose the trustees-
of the pool will have to pay you the same
proportion as private people pay.

The MIfNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is for the management to say. The
Minister controlling the board is the Pre-
mier, and I assume the board have assured
him that the hoard's clients will have to
account for the proceeds of the coming
harvest. I have not delivered this statement
to the House earlier, because we were wait-
ing for information from Melbourne respect-
ing the old pools. We had full discussion
on the relative merits of the various systems
of handling wheat, and I want to repeat the
assurance that the Government believe that
the harvest will be satisfactorily handled with

a relinquishment of that control which has
operated ever since 1915.

Ron. W. C, Angwin: The Government will
have nothing to do with the sale of the wheat.

The MXINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
That is so. I again thank members for their
kindly references to me, and I hope that the
greatest good will materialise out of the
scheme of development which the Premier
has in hand.

Mr-. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [8.38]: The Gov-
erment are launching out on a scheme in-
volving the settlement of a great number
of people on the land and the importation of
a large -number of immigrants. I hope that
earnest consideration will be given to the de-
sires of those of our own people who wish to
get on the land. Moreover, in the land policy
which is being framed, I trust some effort
will be made to test the possibilities of those
goldfields areas adjacent to the present
wheat belt, with a view to seeing if it be
not possible to gradually convert them to
agricultural areas.

The Minister for Agriculture: I have a
sheaf of wheat, 5ft. 6in. high, from K[anowna.

'Mr. COREQY:- I am glad to hear it. One
of those who are doing most in the direction
I desire is the Minister for Agriculture. He
is always ready to hear us and encourage us
to see if we cannot prove that those goldields
areas are of some value as agricultural die-
tricts. My own electorate is one of the near-
est to the wheat belt. I believe an early
effort will be made to establish some agricul-
tural settlement there and thoroughly test
the district. From a mining standpoint the
field has been declining f or some time, and
prospects of a revival do not seem to be very
bright. If something more permanent than
mining can be found to keep the population
there, it will be of great benefit to sill
concerned. The facilities are already in ex-
istence, and the people are prepa-ed to make
a real effort in agriculture. At Southern
Cross recenity a list of 36 local residents was
handed to the Minister for Mines. All those
residents Were prepared to begin farming op-
erations, provided the Government gave them
the necessary assistance. A great deal of
land alienated many years ago is not being
put to use. During last session efforts were
made to induce the Government to bring
down legislation that would enforce the
utiiation of that alienated land. Un-
fortunately, nothing very definite canto of
those efforts. In Southern Cross about 10,000
acres have been alienated for a great many
years. Of that area only 2,000 or 3,000 acres
are in actual use for the production of crops.
Recently a further 10,000 acres have been
alienated for the settlement of soldiers. The
Minister for MNines will bear me Gut when I
say the progress those men are making is
really astonishing. We went on to one farm,
the occupier of wbich obtained approval only
in Mbarch last. This year he has 49 acres in
crop and a further 100 acres chopped down
ready to burn. 'in addition he has erected
a humpy and done some fencing. The people
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there have every confidence in the district
from an agricultural point of view. The
Government should make a real effort to
assist those people and so keep then) in the
district. At the Raveasthorpe end of the
electorate the land has been proved agricul-
turally, but its isolation has operated against
it. I hope some definite efforts will be made
by the Government to relieve the disabilities
under whicha the people there are labouring.
During this debate a member of the Country
Party, by interjection, stated that certain
people in his electorate were paying the nmaxi-
mum freight on wheat, namely 5d. per bushel.
I may inform him that the wheatgrowers of
'Ravenstiorpe, to get their wheat to Fre-
mantle, pay a total cost of Is. 3d. per bushel.
Those figures show how difficult it must be
for the people there to make a success of
farming in face of such high costs.

The Minister for Mines.- it would be illu-
minating if you gave the details.

The Minister for Agriculture: They are a
good lot of battlers down there,

Mr. COIRBOY: Yes; one nmn in particular
has done wonderful work. He has got the
most complete plant I have seen in Western
Australia. He even has a flour mill on his
farm' to grist his own wheat. In reply to
the Minister for Mines, these people have
for years been paying an inward wharfage
of Gs. per tou on their wheat at Fremantle,
due entirely to the lackadaisical attitude of
their agents in Perth. There should be no
inward wharfage at Fremantle at all on their
wheat, but the agents have always neglected
to advise the Harbour Trust that the wheat
was grown within the State. For years they
hare paid that amount unnecessarily.

Mr. Chesson: As if they were foreigners.
Mr. CORBOY: Yes. Deducting this

amount, their charges would be reduced
from Is. 3d. to ld.

The Minister for Mines: What about the
agent at Hopetoun who charges s. 6d. a ton
without seeing the wheat?

Mr. CORBOY: That is another item. One
gentleman who has been mentioned on vari-
ous deputations recently, the agent at Hope-
town, is workig on his own block, and fre-
queatly a shipment of wheat conies down and
is sent away without his seeing it. He imakes
out the bill of lading and collects 3s. 64. per
ton on the shipment. It is a good proposi-
tion for him, but it is damaging to the dis-
trict.

The Minister for MIines: Cut it out.
Mr. CORBO0Y: It should be cut out.

Efforts are being made to find a solution and
I trust they will be attended with 'success.
When talking of securing the full -use of
alienated land, in the Raveasthorpe district
20,000 acres of land has been alienated for
some years and the maximum area brought
into production is only 5,000 acres, again
demonstrating that something should be done
to compel people who take up land either to
use it or hand it over to someone who will.
If all the alienated good land along the rail-
way lines were under production, the Coin-
missioner of Railways would be able to make

a much better showing. When one member
was speaking on the question of immigrants
being placed in the farming districts at low
wages, the Leader of the Country Party, by
interjection, said he did not know of any
case in which 1s. a week bad been offered
to a mian to work on a farni. I believe a real
eff ort is being made--whether organised or
not, I do not know-to uitiliae the people
arriving from the Old Country to smash the
wages established in the farmning districts.

M r. Pickering: Do you really believe that?
Mtr. CORI3OY: I do,
Mr. Pickering: Have you any proof of it?
Mr. CORBOY: This much: I know of a

married couple who were offered by a farmer
£1I a week, or l0s, each.

Hon. P. Collier: I believe it was down
Busselton way, too.

Mr. Pickering; I can assure you it was
aot.

H9on. P. Collier: It was down where the
cattle graze in the streets.

Mr. Pickering: People down my way all
want better wages than that.

Mr. COIRBOY: That is an instance which
I have been able to substantiate. lIt was the
iflan to whom Mr. Collier was talking at the
Immigrants' ifome when he was ordered off.

Hon. P. Collier: Perhaps it was punish-
moent for talking to ine.

Mr. CORBOY: I hope that, in distributing
the new arrivals in farming districts, stricter
supervision will be adopted to ensure that
proper conditions are observed. While I have
great admiration for the work of the Ugly
Men 's Association, I think they did wrong
by forming from amongst their own members
the New Settlers' League and taking over
what was rightly a function of the Govern-
menat.

Hon. P. Collier: The new women 'a league
will see to that.

Mr. CORBOY: I have less faith in them
than in the New Settlers' League. The job
of finding positions for immigrants belongs
to the Government. It was wrong to hand
over that authority to an outside organisation.
I believe that every man in the New
Settlers' League is honestly endearvouring
to do a service for the State and legitimately
trying to help the State in the present crisis.

Mr. Mann: And doing it very well too.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ThE member

for Perth must not interject when out of his
seat.

Mr. CORBOY: 'While I believe they are
genuine in their desire to help, the obligation
should be on the Government to attend to the
welfare of the people being brought into the
State. What is the position to-day? An im-
migrant is brought into the State and
handed over to the tender mercies of
an outside body to be found a posi-
tion. If a position cannot be found
or if the position found is unsatisfactory,
it is useless for the immnigrant to go to
the Government. They have no responsibility.
Apparently no one is responsible. There is
no one to appeal to. If the league for any
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reason decides that a man is not worthy of
help, he is apparently cut off from further
assistance. Before the great influx of im-
migrants begins, the Governmnent should take
Over the work of finding positions for the
inimigrauts. The function of seeing to their
training in Australian farming methods and
to placing of them on the land should
'be that of the Government. From the
time the emigrants leave England until
they are put on to their own blocks,
backed by the Government as quail-
bled to go on the land, they should be
uinder the care of the Government anl
no one else. I hope action will be taken
to prevent a recurrence of anything which
savours of attempting wage reduction such
as the case I have mentioned. I have dis-
cussed this matter with the chairman of
the N~ew Settlers' League, who showed mec
that the league Was not responsible for the
offer of £1 a week for this man and his
wife. The information sent from the dis-
trict was that the wage was to be £2 l0s.
a week.

Mr. Hickmott: Did the woman also have
to woark?3

Mr. COB BOY: Yes. They were seat to the
country in nil good faith, but when they got
there, the farmer offecred £1 a week. The
league have since done their best to place this
man in another position. I am not blaming
the league in connection with that incident.
They have done everything possible to find a
position for that man, b)ut so far, un-
fortunately, things have not gone well.
Most of the matters with which I am con-
,cerned are under consideration by Cabinet,
and I have great hopes that measures
-will result: which will he satisfactory to
my constituents. I wish now to deal
with one other matter relating to immi-
gration which has not been discussed in this
State. I have before ine a copy of the Mel-
bourne ''Herald" of the 9th August, which
contains the following paragraph;-

London, August 8. Mr. Hfenry Casolani,
Mailtese emigration superintendent in Lon-
don, has prepared a report in which he
states that only one of the Australian
Agents General-Mr. MceWhne, of Victoria
-und not accepted his views in regard to
the 'Maltese emigration for the Common-
wealth. Mr. MeWhac objected on prin-
ciple to the admission as assisted emigrants
of any one not horn in England, Ireland,
Scotland, or Wales. The objection was not
inspired by any feeling against the Maltese.
Mr. Casolani contends that such an attitude
canknot be reconciled with the fact that large
numbers of Italians are going to Australia,
and points out thant the Mfaltese are British.
"'Sir James Mitchell. ' he adde'l, ''Iinquired
whether there wsere fishermien available, ad
I told hint that there were. Without com-
knitting himaielf, he expressed himself as be-
ing favourable to -Maltese going to Western
Aust ralia.'

That is something -which has not appeared in
our newspapers. It is a matter on which the
Premier has given no information whatever.
The House should be taken into the confidence
of the Premier if he contemplates any action
wvith regard to Maltese coffiing here as as-
sisted immigrants. The paragraph does not
say definitely that hke has any such intention,
but it does ay thnt Western Australia is onte
Of the States which has accepted the views of
the Mlaltese emigration superintendent. I
want to know what Mr. Casolani's views in
regard to Maltese emigration to the Common-
wealth are, I want to know what the Premier,
or the Agent-General has agreed to in ac-
cepting the views of 'Mr. Onsolani. If this re-
port is correct, Western Australia is appar-
ently committed to accept the views of Air.
Casolani and this House should know what
his views arc. There is nothing in the pars-
graph to indicate what they are, except that
the introduction of Maltese as assisted im-
migrants is contemplated. If this State has
agreed to the acceptance of -Maltese as as-
sisted immigrants, it is something to which
I am opposed. While the Maltese might be
British subjects, I believe there are plenty of
people available in England, Scotland, Ireland
and Wales whom we would welcome more
openly and who would be prepared to come to
this country. I -would prefer that natives of
the British Tales be broughit to this country
rather than MalteRe.

Mir, Pickering: Hear, hear!
MAr. CORBO0Y: I hope the House will be

put in possession of thle views of Mr.
Casolani before this debate closes. May
I conclude by expressing the hope that
the efforts of the Government to deal
with the immigration problem will be
successful, and may I add the further wish
that they will do everything possible to pro-
tect their own good name and the citizens
of the State by preventing the immigrants
being used by the farming comimunity
to reduce wages or lower the exist-
ing conditions of the working class.

Mr. SIMTONS (Fast Perth) [9.0]: Follow-
ing the procedure adhered to by every other
member, I desire to express my satisfaction
at the return of the Premier from his impor-
tant mission to the heart of the Empire. As
it should be, the question of introducing new
people to this great State has been placed
in the forefront of the policy Speech. I do
not think any weamher of this Chamber can
address himself to the current questions of

the da-y without expressing some views on
the immigration issue. We all realise
that this tremendous State, just emerging in
a comparative sense from the pioneering era,
cannot he successfully carried on with less
than 400,000 people, such as we number to-
day. We have to measure our vision, attune
our thoughts, and attempt to look into the
future, and see the picture of at least
1,000,000 souls within the confines of Western
Australia before the next 10 or 15 years.
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'This is a question so big that, as the Leader
of our Party, the Deputy Leader and others
who hare played an important part in estab-
lishinig the Parliamentary policy of the party
to which I belong, I recognise it cannot be
made an issue of party polities. I would
aot like to see the question of introducing
new people to this State subordinated to party
prejudice. I believe, when the historian of
Western Austrlia sums up the Parliamentary
attitude of thle Opposition to-day in relation
to this question, he will give a verdict that
it has been. exceptionally generous, chiv-
alrous and tolerant towards the Govern-
mient. That is as it should be. I depre-
eate the tendency of a great section of our
people to exaggerate, to capitalise, and to
proclaim the few newcomers to Western Aus-
tralia who have turned out failures. It is
rather our function to celebrate and to pub-
lish the fact that hundreds of people who
have comne to this country from the Eastern
States and the old world with nothing,
have risen to a position of affiune in our
mnidst. These are the stories to teUl the out-
side world, for the narration of failure and
hardship does not take us anywhere. It does
not even help the victims of these hardships,
or brighten their prospects. We are inclined
to infect the cormnuity with a morbid, do-
poadont tone which must operate against onr
general progress. It is the duty of every
citizen to take up an attitude that will serve
as an antidote to that feeling of despondency,
which too often overtakes the people of our
State. A recital of the hardships soiffered by
immigrants does not lead uts anywhere. They
are not comparable with the hardships that aro
being suffered by immigrants and pioneers
in other parts of the world. There is hardly
a man sitting on any side of this House to-
day who has not learned by hard experience,
who has not graduated from the university of
hard knocks. There are no men in the Par-
liamentary life of Australia, as leaders of our
party, who have niot had to go through a
severe trial of hardship and tribulation. I
have in urind the spectacle of the Premier of
Queensland walking overland from Tarcoola
to Townsville, a journey almost as long as
any flint it is possible to undertake in any
part of Australia. Looking round the Cham-
ber I Fee nnmbers of men representing differ-
ent constituencies, who may be regarded as
immigrants from the old land. The member
for Collie has still the burr of Scotland in
his speech. The member for Claremont has
a less prono.unced burr, but has like-
able characteri stics just ais emphatically
Scotch as the member for Collie. Onl
the 'Ministerial bench I see an Englishman
ink thle person of the Minister for Works.
On our own side in the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition we hare a Cornishiman, as well
as anl Englishman in the person of the mem-
ber for Kanownia. 'Not one of these men, in
the course of their rise from ordinary ''pom-
inlies" to a seat in this Chamber, who have
done so much to build uip the parties to which
they belong, and the State of which they
have made such good citizens, went whining

to the Government or begged assistance of
them. Their spirit was too big for that.
It is not the function of a member of Par-
liaient to lead every newcomer to believe
that it is the mission of the Government or
the job of 'Ministers to coddle and wet nurse
the new arrivals, or to open their ears to
every little complaint that is wafted across
the wheatfields out back. To encourage such
a spirit is contradictory to the traditions
of our great country, for we are still a pioneer-
ing State. The ineitber for Canning walked
practically from Perth to Mfullewa. Austra-
lians hare walked from Perth to Kalgoorlie.
They have put up with all kinds of hardships.
They hare died onl the roadside, and have
given up their lives in the grip of typhoid.
Their comrades did not go whining to the
Government. They put up with the hard-
ships and built uip this great State in spite
of them. What a great wrong the Victorians,
who were then ini the old Western Australian
Parliament, would hare done to this State and
to Australia if, because of these deaths along
the old Coolgardie-road, and because the
flower of our youing puanhood in the mini-
ing towns had been plucked by typhoid, they
had senit letters to Victoria warning every
young Victorian and every New South Welsh-
man fromt coming to Western Australia.
Sonme of our citizens are even now tempted
to writo messages of warning to those who
desire to miake their homes in our land. I
wish that they would recall that period in our
history, stay their hand, and realise what a
wrong we would have done if we had stopped
the influx of people from the Eastern States
to Western Australia 25 years ago. When
wre review the history of early Australia and
of Western Australia, in particular, we recall
the old ''Parmelia,'' the first ship to arrive
here with settlers. These people were thrown
out on the sands of Garden Island, and men,
women and children faced all kinds of hard-
ships and exposure. There were no houses for
themi, but they did not whine to the Imperial
Government and say, '"This is not the kind
of land you painted for us." They took the
job into their own hands, and laid the foun-
dation stone of this great State. In the
early days of Perth they suffered hardships
on this very spot that we occupy to-night.
It is because the spirit of the early pioneers
has survived that we were able to produce
in Auttralia the ty pe of manhood that earned
the admiration of thle whole world during
the crisis of war. This country u-as conceived
in hardlship, born in hardship, and tempered In
the furnace of hardship. If the passage
through hardship did not have any prospective
reward it wonid be our duty to warn every one
not to come here. That, however, would be
a wrong to this country and to the people.
Although I believe it is our duty to make the
conditions for our newcomers as happy as
possible, and make their road as smooth as
we can, it is not the function of the State to
wet nturse every immigrant, and make hint
believe the Government are the people to
whomt he should go, and at whose feet he
should deposit every little grievance he has
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against the administration of the country. In
nearly every case of failure it has been my
duty to examine, the fault has been with the
individual rather than with the country.

The Minister f ir Works: And often on
account of misunderstandings.

Mr. SIM!ON$: Yes. It will be remembered
that in the early days of the goldfields when
the great boom started, the men who were
marching towards their Mecca, the new dis-
coveries, met on their forward journey others
with faint hearts who were turning back and
saying, I"IDo not go on, the whole thing is
a frost and a boom.'' That did not deter
the stout hearted from going through and
fighting the battle until success was won.
That is the spirit we ought to foster in our
Parliament. It is the spirit with which we
should try and infect the whole comnmunity.
By so doing we shall be adding a construc-
tive force to this community, rather than an
element which will assist in dragging it down
and retarding the growth of our population.
As a community we have been too nervous
in our attitude towards newcomers. I, as an
Australian, feel that if the newcomer is good
enough to beat me for my job he may have
it. If he is a better man than I am he is
entitled to it. That is the feeling of indepen-
dence every citizen should possess. As a
boy, in Fremantle, 20 years ago, I remember
a meeting of nervous people that was held to
endeavour to stop the ''T'other-siders'' from
coming to this country.

The Minister for Works: I remember it.
-Mr. SIMONS: Our population numbered

about 100,000 at that time. The nervous
element in the community endeavoured to
stop Victorians and New South Welshmen
from coming to settle here and flooding the
country. The descendants of some of these
Victorians and New South Welshmen are
to-day exhibiting the same type of nervous-
ness towards the arrivals from the old laud.
This was the nervousness that was displayed
by the old narrow type of Western citizen
towards the ''tother-sider,'' who showed his
intention of coming here to settle. We must
root out that feeling. It is our function as
a party, and it is our duty as an opposition,
to stand as watch dogs between what may be
called the over-energising force of the Go-
vernment, and the high social status we have
built up in Australia. It is our job, as an
Opposition, to see that the army of newcomers
is not used for the purpose of breaking down
the high social status to which, in an indus-
trial sense, we have been able to lift our
community. It is our duty, as a party, to
guard that industrial happiness and well being,
which we as a party have been largely, in-
strumental in building up in Western Aus-
tralia. With that protection assured, and that
proviso established, every member on this side
of the flouse will support any sane system of
immigration that is presented to us. We have
to remember that a" a part y-although mem-
bers sitting on the cross benches may not
agree with this-we must be just as anxious
regarding the development of the rural areas

as any member of the Country Party is. We
are not stupid enough to believe that this
State can hop along to prosperity oa one leg,
and that leg secondary industry. We have to
realise that if this State is to progress in the
manner wre wish it to progress, it mnst do so
on two legs. It cannot hop forward on the
right leg of primary industry alone.

Mr. Harrison: These men are neither one-
legged nor one-eyed.

Mr. SIMONS: Some of them are not even
one-brained. However, we feel that this State
cannot hop along on the right leg of primary
production, nor on the left leg of secondary
production, alone. It has to advance on two
legs, those two legs being primary industry
and secondary industry. We realise that the
development of agriculture is of just as much
importance to the industrial cmes of the
community as it is to the farming elemenit.
We are not foolish enough to believe that we
ean injure the farming community without
hitting ourselves. But we do believe that it
is our duty to see that the anxiety to people
our empty spaces and help the farming eonn-
munity is not going to be used to reduce our
industrial efficiency or our industrial welfare.
Comning to that point, I know one gets on to
debatable ground, namely the attitude of the
farming community towards the newcomers.
As one who has been associated with a.
closer settlement scheme during the last year
and a half, I feel this, that, no matter what
views may be expressed in the opposite direc-
tion, the policy which stipulates that the
newcomer from the Old Country should spend
at least a year of apprenticeship on a tarn,
before taking lip his own block, is a
policy expressive of kindness towards
the newcomer. I do not believe that
there is any practical man who does
not feel that to be a fact. I have heard
it said that because a man has been an ex-
cellent farmer in England he can come out
here and go out on the wheat belt, or into
n orchard, and follow his avocation with-
out having any previous local practice. T
do not think that is correct. The half-acre
or even the five-acre farmer of the Old Coun-
try has a great many ideas to unlearn before
be becomes a practical farmer in Australia.
I say that wvith all due respect to the farm-
ers who canme from England, Ireland and
Scotland in the early dlays and established
our agricultural industry. I believe it is
wise, not only from the standpoint of the
State, but also from the standpoint of the,
new-corner, to nmake provision for givingz a
man what may' be called 12 months' appren-
ticeship here before be is given the entire
control of his own block. Tt is a wonderful
thing if we can bring to this country men
from Europe with the rural instinct. men who
come here with, in the words of a Lrent
writer,-

The pride to rear ant independent shed,
And give the lips they love tinborrowed

bread.
I consider there is nothing more inspiring
tlhan to find the father of a young family
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-coming out to this great big generous coun-
try of ours and getting a piece of land of
his own and putting up his own'independent
shed and making provision for his little ones
in a new country. It is an alluring andi a
wonderful vision.

Mr. Harrison: This sounds like a man
spealking foni experience.

Mr. SIMtONS: Yes. I graduated in the
university of hard work. I was a country
boy, but as I grew up I got wisdom, and so
I did not join the Country Party. A great
deal of criticism has been levelled at the New
Settlers' League. I do not hesitate to say
that I believe that league is one of the finest
organisations operating in ally part of Aus-
tralia to-day. A% great many people have
said that the league's function should have
been a departmental function, that it should
be carried out by Government officers. Well,
there are some things a Government can do
a great deal better than a group of private
citizens call. But there are some things a
group of private citizens can do better
than any group of Government servants can do
them; and the welconming of new settlers is
one of those functions which is essentially
the job of a group of men who have not been
dehutmanised by departmental methods and
departmental practice. The glad band to the
new-corner means a lot. The breezy pefsonal.
greeting which makes the new arrival feel
that he is wanted, that lhe is at home here, is
a wonderful thing, because, after all, the
first impression is the best impression. There
are some of our Government officers who
would not give the new-corner the nicest kind
ox reception. I have seen Government o 'ffi-
cers go down to Fremantle to welcome immi-
grants when it was very hot, dressea in a sort
of Indian summer suit, and weaflng a solar
topee, and exclainming, "Isn't it terribly hot
out here?"

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And possibly carry-
ing a cow's-tail.

Mr. SIA1ON\S: Yes, a cow's-tail to keep
off the flies. Fancey the effect of this sort
of thing on the fresh-complexionedl pommyl
He naturally thinks, ''What a terrible coun-
try is this I have come to!"I I remember a
Government officer bringing a party of arrivals
from Europe to Perth. As we got to the
cross-roads there was a debate as to whether
we should show them Perth from the top of
Mount Eliza, or enter along the river by the
brewery. The latter was the rciute that ap-
pealed to the Government officer, which
showed his, want of a sense of the fitness of
things.

'Mr. Harrison: How long is this ago!
Mr. SIONS: It is within a year. Let

hoil. mnembers picture to themselves the men-
t:tl outlook of ant officer who could not see
any advantage in giving new-corners the first
sight of Perth from the height of King's
Park, as compared with bringing them down
by the back of a brewery! It is because
thle -New Settlers' League is made up of
kind-hearted people, who have not lost the
tone-h of friendship, who are there not so

much for official reasons as to do a public
service, that the league does such wonderful
work in creating a nice first impression with
the new settlers. I have had some experience
of the operations carried on by Mr. East, the
secretary of the organisation. I have mnet
him in the country, nnd I have seen him
handling new arrivals; and I hm, sure that
in the whbole of the Government service there
is not a -man with the mental poise, the per-
ponality, and the ability for handling immi-
grants in the way Mr. East handles them.
However,' I am not selecting Mr. East as a
special case. He is typical of the men work-
ing in the New Settlers' League, the presi-
dent of which comes from this side of the
House, a manl noted for his good work in this
State, and for the charitable organtisations
which he has set in motion, and a man whose
every day is marked by some spleudid act of
generosity. Such are the men who make up
the New Settlers' League, and I always feel
that there is something wrong in the rnake-up
of a great many of our cifizens when
they attack a man like the president of the
New Settlers' League every time they want
somebody to attacks-a man who does such
splendid work in an honorary capacity for
the community.

Mr. Pickering: Who has picked him out
for attack?

Mr. SIMONS: Ile has been attacked by
at least three papers in this State. He is
attacked every day by itembers on the op-
posite side of the House.

Mr. Mann: You are usually fair.
Mr. SIMONS: I try to he fair but I was

born very dark. Now we come to another
phase in connection with the matter of new
settlers, and that is that some of our citizens
take up an attitude of hostility to them on
the general principle that the new-corner
should not become one of ourselves.

Hon. W. C. Angivin: That is not general;
that applies :.n only a few cases.

Mr. SIMONS! If they are few, they are
very noisy; and when they get their views
into our newspapers, there is a certain sec-
tion of the Press of Great Britain which
rejoices in republishing such utterances and
picturing them as typical of the national
voice of Australia. As an Australian of the
third generation, I cannot forget that 50 or
60 years ago my grandparents were penunies.
Probably they were called pommies then just
in the same way as the ziew people arriving
here to-day are called pommies.

Mr. Pickering: "Pommies" is quite a
modemn term.

Mr. SIONS: Well, its equivalent then.
I know the term is modern; I remember when
it was invented.

Hoe. MI. F. Troy: It is a term of affection.
M.%r. SIMONS: So long as it is used as a

term of affection, it cannot be objected to; but
too often. it is a term of derision. I feel that
our attitude towards newcomers should be an
attitude of tolerance. We should be actuated
by a desire to make the country better for the
newcomer, and in. doing that we shall be ex-
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pressing that spirit of brotherhood which is
tine very basis of the Labour Party. I am
certain there is not any responsible leader of
the Labour movement in Australia to-day
who is against peopling this country with im-
mnigrants. of the right type. But, on the other
hand, there is a large section of the following
of our movement "-ho are nervous lest in the
hands of an unsymnpatlhetic Government the
incoming mass of new people might be
used to pull down that great industrial
structure which we have reared. hI
regard to other matters related to this
question, let me mention that thle mnem-
her for Kinmberley (Mr. Durack) last
night referred to the great discrepancy be-
tween the city and the rural populations of
Australia as compared with those of Canada.
Very rightly, tine hon. member pointed out
that in Canada, with a population in round
figures of eight millions, four millions, or
one-half, are located in the rural areas; where-
as in Australia the percentage is about one in
six. That discloses a remarkable discrepancy.
The question is such a big one that it would
probably take a. body of very learned men
a long time to discover the reason. HoweverI
I am one of those who believe that we have
yet to learn the lesson which Canada has
taught herself, and that is that in the incom-
ing mass of new people wre must have a per-
centage of rural types from the Continent as
wvell as from the Motherland. We have to re-
member that Canada 30 years ago was in prac-
tically the same stage of her history as we are
now in. For many years the Canadian Gov-
ernment, in conjunction with the Canadian
Pacific ]Railway Company, a coan-ern almost
as strong as the Government itself, coneen-
trateul on attracting people from the Mother-
land nione. That scheme was not perfectly
sieessfnl. There is a reason. Every man w-ho
has studied British conditions is familiar with
the fact that there '%as been a gradual decline
in the rural population of the 'Motherland for
practically 60 years. We are, therefore, at-
tempting to draw from Great Britain a class
of people which Great Britain needs almost
as badly as we ourselves need it. Canada re-
cognised. that the British race, made up as it
is of individual trypes, has as the years have
gone en during the last century, beanme less
and less an agricultunral people. The trend
of the British character and the British
mnind has been more and more towards
c'emmerce, mnure and more towardls mamni-
factures; and it seems to me that we as3
a new people will yet hare to recognise and
to learn the lesson that if we are going to
permanently populate our rural areas we will
have to take pattern from Canada and the
U7nited States, and make people welcome here
who do not speak our own tongue, but who
come from long generations that have followed
rural callings, and whose children are as much
attracted to the land as their forebears were.
That is the lesson which Canada has learnt,
the lesson which Canada is applying to-day.

It is also the lesson which the United States
are applying. I do not believe that any sup-
port of a policy of that kind would have
heen. defensible, say, half a century ago in
Australia, because if we had adopted a policy
under which we threw open our doors without
restriction to the people of all parts of Europe
we would have been in danger of destroying
the British characteristics of the Australian
citizen. In those lays, we would have been in
danger of overwhtelming the British section of
thne community by the importation of people of
Contineutal blood. That would have been a
position upon which we could ]iot have looked
with complacency. We have now in Australia
a population approaching six millions, 99 per
cent. of whom are definitely of British stock
and type. We canl, therefore, without en-
dangering the British character and type of
our citizens, throw open our doors to people
of European birth drawn from -rural districts.

The Minister for Works: You wvould keep
out the dtsquare heads"?

Mr. SIMONS: The Federal Government
have done that by Act of Parliament. It is
well known that "-e cann~ot bring out any
people from Central Europe, because of the
provisions enacted by the Federal Parlia-
ment, so that there is no necessity to discuss
that aspect. As the member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) mentioned, the Spaniards
have made very fine settlers. We also have the
testimony of the member for floebourne (Mr.
TJeesdale) that the Italian settlers make
wonderful and permanent settlers in Queens-
laind. What the incuter for Roehourne has
discovered, has been attested to by the Pre-
amier of Queensland ('Mr. Theodore)- In dis-
cussing the possibility of nmaking Continental
farmers welcome in Western Australia, wt,
lhave to realise that these men only continue
Continental in their outlook for a generation.
Their children are indistinguishable in our
schools from our nrn children of British
stock, so that there is no danger of developing
a type of citizens, Continental in character,
in habits of mind, or in daily practices- I
believe, therefore, that eventually we shall
have to approach this question and discuss it
seriously. I believe we will he forced to a
recognition of the position by the fact that
thle United States of America have now
closed their doors to hundreds of tllous-
anis of these Continental people who
desire to establish themselves in a view coun-
try. We have anl opportunity to secure im-
inrants from such countries as Denmiark,

Norwvay, Sweden and perhaps, the northern
parts of Italy- The people from these coun-
tries constitu~te a fine type of agriculturists,
who, once placed upon the land, will stay
there through succeeding generations. I be-
lieve we shall have to apply ourselves to this
question. At the same time, I do not believe
there would be a general acceptance of any
principle under which we wouldgive financial
assistance to these Continental people. The
furthest we can expect any Government to
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go, would be to snake the attractions of Aus-
tralia known to those people who are
looking for a new lanl in which to make
their homes. We have reference to but few
public works in the Governor's Speech, and
that brings me to the question of the Como
traniway. I think that work will go down to
history as the 'comimotion " tramwkay. There
is one phase which is of considerable interest
to metropolitan members. Last year prac-
tically every member, realising the grave
necessity for economny owing to the financial
position. of the State, stayed his hand and
did not ask for local works lo be carried out.
We felt there was a general understanding
on the part of every member that f or a year
or two, at least, no new works could be un-
dertaken because of the condition of die fin-
ances. East Perth is a very important con-
stituency, which has as many electors on the
roll as any other electorate. We are in ur-
gent need of the restoration of the right of
traffic across the railway line in order that the
district may be developed and not be strangled,
and in order that our industries shall! not be
throttled as they are to-day. We delayed
aking representations because of the nieces-

sitous state of the Government finances. We
did not ask for two overhead bridges, the
plans for which are on the Table of the House
and the Estimtes for which -were prepared
some seven years ago. We did not do that
because we accepted the assurances from the
Treasury bench that no money was available
for work in the metropolitan area: We were
silenced with that statement. To our sur-
prise, before Parliament bad re- assemibld, a
suu , of between £40,000 and £50,000 could be
discovered for the new tramway! That put
metropolitan members in a very difficult posi-
tion with their electors.

The Minister for Works: Your statement is
riot quite right.

Mr. STMOINS: It is right. We gave an
assurance that we would back up the Gov-
ernment with their policy of economy and re-
frain from requesting money to be spent in
the direction I have indicated. We informed
our electors accordingly and now we discover
that between £40,000 and £50,000 can he ex-
pended in one electorate. It does -not give
us any encouragement to stay our hands dur-
ing this; session so far as requests for works
in our electorates are concerned.

The Minister for -Mines: 'What is the esti-
miated cost of those bridges?

Mr. SIMfON$: About £35,000. One repre-
sents £16,000.

Tb" Mfinister for M.%ines: What would the
bridees return in revenue per annum?

'Mr. -9IMONS: The bridges would help to
develop East Perth and the erection of them
would fulfil a promise made by your Gor-
ement.

The Minister for Mines: Never mind that.
'Mr. RIMONS:- The erection of the bridges

would fulfil one promise of the many the
Minister has broken.

The Minisiter for Mfines: That floes not
enter into the question.

The Miuister for Works: You know that
£:40,0O0 or £50,000 was not found. A good
dteal of the material represented in the cost
of the work was already in store and the
mioney paid out long ago for it.

Mr. SIMONS: Let me deal with the Herds-
man'hJ s Lake horror! Tho drainage of that
lake was estimated to cost £25,000, and now
we find it running into £73,000.

Hon. P. Collier: It is your turn now, Works.
Mdr. SUMONS: This is one of the most ex-

traordinary 'pieces of business I hare heard
of in my life. We find here a lake being des-
troyed, a lake on which tuture generations
could have sported, and which they could have
beautified. Are we so short of fertile areas
that it is necessalry to spend £73,000 to des-
troy a lake? This expenditure is being in-
eurred so that we can make farims on the lake-
bed! 1 Is this the position in a country
where we tell the 'world wre have hundreds
of thousands of acres of fertile land? Yet
it is necessary to spend this sum to secure a
few paltry additional acrei! I do not know
who the genius was who gave birth to such
an idea.

Hon. P.- Collier: I think it was the Min-
ister for Works.

Mr. SIMONS: No, I think lie has too much
common sense; lie must have been pushed
into it. I do not know who the genius was
who considered we were so sbort of fertile
country, that it was necessary to spend so
much mioney to provide a few acres in a
country where we have such extensive areas
of agricultural land. This work wras. quite
unnecessary. If we wish -to spend £73,000,
why not spend it in putting returned soldiers
on the land in the Pinjarra district or in die
Toodyay district, and by the expenditure of
that money put the melt on real farms, in-
stead of proceeding with a work which means
the destruction of a beautiful lake?

The 'Minister for Works: 'We will hare to
spiend over £300,000 on drainage in the mt-
ropolitan area before five years are ever.

M1r. SMfONS: And yet we spend £73,000
in connection with the Herdsman's Lake
drainalge.

The 'Minister for Works: That is part of
the necessary work.

'Mr. STMO6NS: floes the MIinister mean
lie will have to deal with the chain of lakes
there? '

The 'Minister for 'Works: We have to see,
that the city ig saved from bei-ng flooded.

M-%r, STMONS: There is certainly something
wronlg with the engqineering brains in this-
place if they cannot do that.

The 'Minister for Works: No, that is not the
trouble.

'Mr. SDIONS: Tn other parts of the world
they would spend as much money to create
lakes, rather than destroy them. Take the
case of the Shea ton Park Lake. Instead of
making that beautiful, they are using it as
a rubbish tip and destroying that which God
gave them.

The Minister for Works: The .Toliwnont
Lake has cost us plenty of money. flat lake
has risen 9 inches this winter.
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[The Speaker resumed the Chair.J
Mr. SIMONS: Judging by the antediluvian

ideas of some Ministers, I think the Govern-
mnt should do as Noah did-build an ark
and get in out of tbe wvet. There are not
miany other matters that require attention,
but there is one point regarding the franchise
and its bearing on population. It has always
seemed to me to be very unfair-that the sel-
fish bachelor should have the samne voting
power as the father of a family consisting
of from seven to tenl children. I commend this
matter to the mature consideration of mem-.
bers to see whether we should not secure a
revision of the franchise, which would give
the father and mother as many votes as they
have children under 21 years of age,

lon. W. C. Angwin: You should htave
stated that long ago. It is too late now.

Mr. SIMONS: Perhaps that is so.
The Minister for Works: What about

yourself ?
'Mr. SI(MN: The Minister is always

personlal. I do not think he should say that.
I suggest this matter should receive the con-
sideration of the House,' so that a proper
recognition may be given to the responsibili-
ties undertaken by parents who give large
families to the State. The head of a family
of seven children has to pay takes for seven
extra potential citizens and he only has the
same voting power as the selfish bachelor
who has not given any children to the com-
munity.

The 'Minister for Works: I do not know
that.

Mr. SIMONS: I am certain of it. At
sonic future date we will have to give con-
sideration to some proposals that will even
up matters somewhat, and recognise the duty
shouldered by the heads of families, by giv-
ing them votes as I have suggested, such
votes 10 automatically cease as each child
reaches the age of 21 years.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you putting that
up as anl argument for families as against
immigration!

Mr. ISI'MONS: Yes, because the best Immi-
grant is the one per cradle. We are justi-
fied iii regarding the future of the State as
sound. T say that, apart altogether from
whatever Government is iii office.

Ron, P. Collier: Yon tiean it is sound
in spite of the Government.

Mr. ISIMONS: The prosperity of the
state is almost indestructible. When we wit-
ness the signs before us during the past
month or so, we mulst take heart and feel
secure regarding the future. The member
for Coolgardie (M1r. Lambert) delivered a
very able address on secondary industries the
other night. Those industries are progressing
in Western Australia. Great enterprise is
being shown by the people. The development
,of the pottery industryv, the production of
merchantable glass and the using of our clays
for chinaware, are among a few of the signs
of industrial development we are witnessing
to-day: The great development in that vast
''valley of the Vines" between Midland

Junction and Toodyay is another heart-
ening sign, for it indicates that in a
very few years we are going to have
in our State thousands of acres of vine
country under cultivation, country equlal
to the best which France or Italy can
show. Coming to the signs in the city, it is
wvell to remember the statemuent of the head
of the Contractors' Association, that build-
ings are now in course of erection or of plan-
ning having anl aggregate value of £500,000.
This means there are in the State people with
capital prepared to expend. nearly half a
million fronm private sources in the develop-
ment of the city. Not even in the golden
days of the boom was there a time when half
a million pounds worth of buildings were in
course of erection.

Hou. WV. C. Angwin: Of that amount,
£200,000 is to be spent in Frenmantle.

Mr. SI(MN: N o, it is quite apart front
that, as the gentleman who comnpiled the
figures was caretul to state. Take one otlher
sign: the banking institutions of Australia
are conducted by very sound men. During
the past year the English, Scottish and Aus-
tralian Bank, which hitherto had not turned
attention to this State, purchased a big
building for £:40,000 and has already set up
in business in Perth. A few days ago the
Bank of Adelaide acquired a building, cost-
ing more than E40,000, in which to extend
its operations to this State, and within the
last six weeks two inspectors from thc Aus-
tralian Bank of Commerce caome over here to
spy out the country. They have recommended
their head office to purchase a building and
begin operations in the West. Those men
have been accustomed to placing their hands
on the pulse of finance in whatever Stats they
had under review, and their decision is that
this great big West of ours is sound. They
do not make investments in a State
which has not a wonderful future. That
is something which all of us should
take to heart. The other dlay a well-
known building contractor told Ine that
if the contractors of Perth could get
another 100 bricklayers and another 100
plasterers, it wvould mean work for 600 more
labourers and artisans in Perth than are
available to-dlay. 'Mr. Arnett, the contractor,
also told me that in his long experience of
buildings he had come to the conclusion dint
the finest, fastest and most capable trades-
men in the world were the Australian trnined
tradesmen-n very fine compliment. Hfe said
it took a newcomer from abroad six months
lo get into the stride of the Australian trades-
man.

The Minister for Works: At laying bricks!1
Mr. STU0MB: He did not say laying

briek ;, nor did IF cross-e'-amine hint. Those
are signs which ought to give us treat heart.
They strengpthen mns in the faith that this
State will be able to absorb the 25,000 new
people per annum whom the Premier has
promised the Imperial Government he will
make provision for. It should be the idea6
of every Australian to be able to take to his
heart this feeling! If my country can give
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iew hope to a man fronm abroad, if it can
n'ovide a place for a now home, if it will
)ffer him regeneration, prosperity and family
iappiness, I should be very proud to think
iiat I belong to such a country. It should
tiways be our message to the people of the
)utside world that this is 'A great, big, gen-
rous country, ready to -be kind and good
o everybody who will come and do a fair
;hing to the citizens who are offering him a
Nvelcome.

Mr. M.ULLANY (Menzies) [9.50): The
subjects most discussed during this debate
tare been the immigration policy of the Gov-
2rnmencit and the building of the Coio tramn-
wvay. All I desire to say about the immigra-
tion policy is that I earnestly hope it will
be entirely successful. Many speakers have
disagreed with the methods of the depart-
went in -settling the immigrants as they ar-
rive. At the same time there has been a
unanimous expression of opinion that we re-
quire more population. Whilst the methods
of the departmental officers upon whom de-
volves the carrying ant of details in the set-
tling of the immigrants niay not meet with
general approval, we must realis that these
men have been appointed beeause of their
special qualifications for the work. We all
believe, and some of us know, that under pro-
per conditions this State can carry a vastly
increased population. I hare no knowledge
of my own as to whether or not the Coma
tramway will be a profitable proposition, but
I hope that never again wiill the express
desire of Parliament be flouted or a promise
given to Parliament be broken as it was on
this occasion. I care not what the exigencies
may have been-probably there were sound
rea sons why, in the opinion of those respon-
sible, this work should be carried out-I cer-
tainly think some other methods of finding
employment for the unemployed could have
been devised, and I contend that the promise
made should have been held inviolate. That
we require more population is unquebtionable.
Those of us who have given thought to the
matter must have concluded that we cannot
go on as we are to-day. With a small hand-
ful of people we are attempting too much in
the way of development. We have too many
miles of raiway, too many public buildings,
too many public facilities, for a small popu-
lation to carry. If we can induce people
from outside countries-I care not whether
from England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales or
the Continent of Europe-to come here, we
should make them welcome so long as they
are white and prepared to conform to our
Australian ideals of living and working con-
ditions. WAe cannot reasonably hope to be-
come a great State while we depend upon
primary production nilone. We munst have
also our secondary industries. It has been
said frequently that we are suffering very
much through not being a manufacturing
State, and Federation has been blamed for
this. There may be a good deal of truth in
the charge. We are suffering all the il
effects of high protection without any of the
compensating advantsiges enjoyed in a menu-

facturing State, such as Victoria or, New
South Wales. A member of the Country
Party has said that he would not support an
increase of the land tax for any purpose
whbatever while we remained under a high
protective tariff. In my opinion protection
and fret- trade can only be argued with a
view to the State in which one is living. The
Labour Party of Australia, who claim inter-
national brotherhood, hare deliberately and
of set purpose declared that they will not
make any pronouncement upon free trade or
protection as a matter of policy. Their mem.
bers arc entirely free on this important point.
It is easy to understand. If to-day I were a
resident of Victoria, my native State, pro-
bably I should be an advocate of high protee-
tion; becatise there are in Victoria well es-
tablished manufacturing industries, just asin New South Wales, and to a lesser extent
the other Eastern States. Here, unfortunately,
wve have not nianfacturing industries, and so
we are being used as a dumping round for
the surplus production of the Eastern States,
We cannot keep oar young people employed
here; if they want to follow a trade they
have to go to the Eastern States. Acknow-
ledging this, it is not to be wondered at that
this State cannot finance. There can be no
question that whereas a considerable number
of immigrants have come from overseas and
settled in Western Australia, we have not
made that increase in population which we
should have made. Many of the best and
brightest of our young people who have
had the advantage of the State educa-
tion have to go to the Eastern States
or elsewhere to find employment. We
cannot afford to lose the best and brightest
of our young people in this way. Admitting
as we must do, that ouir position is not satis-
factory and that our secondary industries are
not what we could wish, we must endeavour to
find a remedy for the existing state of affairs.
Sonic people advocate withdrawal from Feder-
ation. This is a debatable point and the un-
fortunate -fact is that it would be a very diffi-
cult thing to withdraw. We hare to think
hard as to what we can do to better the ex-
sIisting conditions. To achieve this object we

must take advantage of any natural resources
wre possess. We have a national asset of great
value which has not yet been utilised to its
fullest extent, namely, Collie coal. A few
years ago 70 to 80 per cent, of the coal used
in Western Australia was imported from the
Eastern States. To-day a very small perceat-
age of the coal used is imported. I have very
grave doubts as to -whether Collie coal is be-
ing supplied to the government and to the
public at as cheap a rate as it might be sup-
plied. I have before me a copy of the Votes
and Proceedings of the 1st August contain-
ing a reply by the Minister for Mines to the
member for Collie (Mr. 'Wilson) to a series
of questions relating to relative prices of Col-
lie and Newcastle coal. The Minister supple-
mented his answers with this statement--

The equitable price of Collie coal, being.
a national asset used for a national purpose,

,"7'
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shoul be the cost of production, based on
fair rates and Conditions to those employed
in the industry, and a fair margin of profit
on the capital invested therein, irrespective
of the price of Newcastle, Welsh, American
or any other coal.

That paragraph contains a most significant
word "'Should', I want to ask the Minister
whether the price is based upon the cost of
production in accordance wvith the terms of
his reply.

The Minister for Mines, It is out. YOU
have to consider the control board.

Mr. MULLANY: It is based on the soiling
Price Of Newcastle coal. That agreement, I
believe, is still in operation.The Minlister for Mines, The relative
values of the two coals, taking into considera-
tion the landed cost at Fremntle.

Mir. MULLANr. The Minister's reply
contains a message to the people. Collie coail
being a national aset used for national pur-
Poses, should be available at a Price based on
the cost of production pilus a fair margin of
Profit on the capital inv'ested. If it is not
based on that price, why is it not?

The Minister for Mines: Because we have
no control.

Mr. MULLANY: Ia a r of that. See-
ing that this is a national asset and that we
depend upon it for producing Power, if we arcgoing to nuake any progress in competition
with the Eastern States, we must take full
advantage of our local coal Supplies. Clertain
agreements arc acting detrimentally to the
best interests of the State. The Minister
should arrange for an impartial inquiry as to
whether, considering thle wages paid to the
miners and the profits made by the mine
owners, the coal is being supplied to the Gov-
erment and to the public at an equitable
price. If it is not we cannot hope to estab-
lish Secondary industries upon a commercially
Payable basis. This is a State asset and
therein lieS our hope. I an, not advocating
that "ages should be reduced, but it is a fact
that all inexperienced youth turning a wheel
in a coal mine at Collie is receiving higher
wages than the mlost experienced mnachinegold miner at Kalgoorlie. Economic condi-
tions such as this 'Ire not fair. The gold min-
ing industry has to hea, heavy freights on all
requisites and commodities and owing to thle-
high price of coal, is being hampered. Se,-
ondary industries, too, are being hampered.
The Minister would be weoll advised to make
an inquiry as I suggested. References have
been made to arbitration, a hardy annual
which comes up for discussion each session.
Some industrialists arc advocating the aboli-
tion of the Arbitration Court. Others are still
fighting for the principle for, though they do
not altogether agree with it, they cannot find
a better suhstitute. One of the groat troubles
has resulted from the establishment of thle
Federal Arbitration Court. The State Court
is well able to deal with our industrial prob-
lems, with the one exception perhaps of the

shipping industry. The member for Bannas
(Mr. Munsic) when speaking on the Supply
Bill, referred to the appointment of two ad-
ditional judges to the Federal Arbitration
Court, particularly the appointment of Sir
John Quick. He took exception to the appoint-
mnent Of this gentleman, because he said he
was firmly convinced that before the Prime
Minister appointed Sir John Quick and thle
other judge, he had an assurance from them
that they would do exactly what he wished,
namely, award a working week of 48 hours.
If the member for ianans has thought what
his statement meant, lie must have regretted
having uttered it. He has practically made a
charge of bribery and corruption against Sir
John Quick. The Prime 'Minister is capable
of replying to any charge made against him.

Hon. P. Collier: My difficulty is I cannot
believe that Mr. Hughes wvould bring himself
to anything of that kind.

Mr. MIJLLANy: I am not going to sa>
that at all. Mr. Hughes can defend himself,
but ft Leader of the Opposition must agree
it is deplorable that a statement of this kind
Should be made by a member of any Paria-.
ment. Sir John Qjuick has been in the public
life of Australia for 40 Years He started
life, as did the member for Bromins, as,
mliner and has worked himself uip to his pre-
sent high position. The fact of having made
a charge of bribery against a 'nan like Sir
John Quick must, on calma reflection, be re-
gretted by the lion, member. We often
take exception to expressions made by
the general public. What else caa
we expect when a member occupying a
responsible position as the member for Hart-
nans does, makes such a charge against a
public man like Sir John Quick? Thle lion.
member, speaking at the ceremony of laying
the foundation stone of the'new Trades Rall
building in Perth recently, said he trusted
that in future the Trades Hall would be
looked upon by the people of Western Aus-
tralia as the temple of justice. While men
like himself, holding responsible positions
in the Organisation, make charges such as he
has made against Sir John Quick, he cannot
expect the public to regard the Trades Hall
as thle temple of justice. Another question
raised dluring the debate was that of day
labour versus contract. I have always advo-
cated the principle of day labour in 'the con-
struction of public works, and I still adhere
to it. It has been questioned why the execui-
tive of the Trades Hall did not give effect to
this Principle when arranging for the erection
of their new building. The eviplanation was
that while they still advocated day labour,
they wvere compelled through circumstances
over which they had no control to depart
from the principle on this ocajion. The
circumstances were that the manager of the
Commonwealth Bank badl refused to make
the money available to the officials of the
Trades Hall,' unless a cllnse was inv;Prte4 in
the agreement connected with the lending of
the money, to the effect that the building had
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to be erected by contract. That is put up
as a sufficient reason why the people control-
Hung that organisation should depart from one
of the main planks of the Australian Labour
Party's platform. Are they going to accept
that ais the reason? I ask the member for
Ilannans and the officials of the Trades Hall
if it is not their clear duty to inquire as to
why the manager of the bnk refused to lend
the money except upon this condition.

Mr. Willeck: That is a condition of the
hank's business.

Mr. MULLANY: Surely they will not
charge the manager of the bank with political
bias in the matter.

Mr. Willeock: It is his commercial mind;
his ingrained prejudice.

Mr. IMULLANY: He is trained to have a
business and a commercial mind. The labour-
ites, myself included, always charge that class
of man with looking at the business side of
every proposition.

Mr. Wilicock: It is because of the school
they have been brought up in.

Mr. 'MILLANY: I nam pleased to note that
members opposite io nt charge the manager
of the bank with having any ulterior motive
i this matter.

Hon. P. Collier: One would think that in
a big national platform you could have found
some subject for diseussion' other than the
Trades Hall building.

Mr. MULLANY: I am thu sole judge of
what I shall speak about. The day labour
principle is one of the planks of the platform
of a great National I-arty. Why should there
be any objection to this being discussed.9

Air. Lutey: You will admit there are in-
stances of its being beneficial to the worker.

Mr. htULLANY: In 1915, when I Wvas a
menmber of thisr Chamber supporting the
Seaddan Government, many public works
were being constructed, particularly under
the day labour system. The position became
so saute that the supervisors of these works,
particularly bricklaying work, refused to go
on, and charged the bricklayers and others
with not doing a lair thing. Mr, W. D.
.Vobnson was Minister for Works at the time.
A conference was held between represents-
tires of the Bricklayers' Union, the Brick-
layers' Labourers' Union, the supervisors of
the Public "Works Department, and the Min-
ister, with a view to ascertaining whether these
charges were true or not. It was clearly
proved at the time that the men working on
the day labour system were laying as few as
400 bricks, although it was all long, open
work.

The Minister for Works: Some of them
less than that.

'Mr. MULLANY: As will be seen from
''Mansard," I stated that a certain amount
of work only was available, and that these
men were worftiag in the best interests of the
labour connected with that particular
industry. I pointed out that if the.y
could get the men to slow down, the
work could be spread ever a longer
period:. I also pointed out this was a

suicidal policy for labour, and that it was
not giving the principle of day labour a fair
deal. I was asked to attend a meeting of the
Bricklayers' Union in order to justify my
remarks. I addressed a mneeting of between
60 and 70 members of that organisation on
the very place where the extensions to the
Trades Hall are now being erected. I spoke
freely and frankly at that meeting. It is
possible that some of those wvho attended it
are even now employed in erecting that build-
ing. If so, the discussion we had that night
niust come back to them. I believe that is
tile real reason why the manager of the Com-
monwealth Bank refused to lend the money
without this condition. I still advocate the
principle of day labour on public works, but
the duty devolves upon every man who is
working under that principle to give it a fair
deal.

'Mr. Wileock: You are giving it a big
boost to-night.

Mr. MULLANY: I want it to continue.
Members opposite know the principle has not
had a fair deal in many instances.

Mr. Lutey: Does that not hold good in
other cailings?

Mr. MTJLIANY: Yes. I barn rend the
speech of the member for Swan in the House
of Representatives. He sadhe knew of
farmers and stock raisers who had been limit-
ing their output of sheep and cattle, When
they do that kind of thing we can say the
same of themr as we say of members of unions.
Because the conditions are not to a man's
liking, he should not say to himself he will
get as much out of them as he can, and de-
crease production. Such people are a menace
to the welfare of the State. Unfortunately
the gold-mining industry is not as prosperous
to-day as it used to be. As a representative
of a gold-miuing constituency, and as one
possessing a reasonable knowledge of the in-
dustry, I regret It cannot make any su gges-
tion that would be likely to cause a revival
in it.

Mr. Willeock: The owners are slowing
down.

Mr. MULLANY:. That is so. I do not
kceow what can be dlone. We have men com-
petent to go into a ststch of country and,
,with a knowledge of The rainfall and the
soil, they can judge very closely as to whether
that country is suitable for forming or wheat
growing. The same thing cannot be said of
any part of the gold fields in the matter of
gold production. In his report to the Chamn-
ber of Mines during this year, 'Mr. Hamilton
deplores the falling-off in gold production,
as w-ell as the high cost of wages and of
comnmodities. The Chamber of 'Mines has ex-
pressed great disappointment at the small
reduction inl wages on the Golden Mile. The
very last place where there should be a re-
duction of wages is on the goldbields. The
people there are dependent for their commo-
dities and their foodstuffs upon the outside
world. The cost of these things is governed
by the cost in those places where they are
produced. MAr Hamilton said that if Aus-
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tralia produced all it should, the cost of these
commodities would not be so high. In the
''West Australian,'" on the day on which
this report was published, a paragraph ap-
peared showing that, owing to the shortage
of Danish butter, the price of that commodity
in England hail gone up, and that the board
controlling butter in the Eastern States had
raised the local price 2d. a lb. I would ask
Mr. Hamilton whether, in the course of his
remarks, he was speaking as a mine owner
or as a farmer. He should know that the
cost of these commodities in Australia is not
controlled by the local cost of production,
but by the overseas market. We should have
some means of controlling the price of these
commodities iu Australia irrespective of the
price they are bringing overseas. Here we
have the president of the Chamber of Mines
complaining that in a food-producing country
like Australia the cost of these commodities
is too high. We know perfectly well that the
cost of production in Australia does not gov-
ern the Australian price at all. I n-ant to
know how something can be dlone to remedy
this state of affairs. As to the recent Arbi-
tration Court award for the goldfields, the
wages, in view of the cost of living on the
fields, are not one fraction of a penny too
high. At the same time I quite realise, as
does every member of the Chamber with any
knowledge of mining matters, that under
present conditions the mines cannot continue
to work upon the scale of previous years.
I quite agree with the assertion of the mem-
ber for CGeraldton (Mr. Wilieck) that in
some instances the mine owners are slowing
donl-doinig exactly what is complained of
in regard to some sections of the workers.
But the State is suffering all the time. What
ean we dol If we are looking for something
t, revive the mining industry, I cannot sug-
gest any particular direction in which the
Government should spend money for that
purpose. From my own kuiowledge, or from
knowledge that I have gathered from mining
men, I might suggest that the Government
should spend money in boring here, or sink-
ing a shaft there, or doing something to
prove the existence of payable gold-bearing
ore at depth. But that would be only tinker-
ing with the situatio. The only effective
aidl we can to-day render the gold-mining in-
dustry is to see that that industry gets all its
mining requisites, such as explosives, steel,
chemicals and so forth, at a cheaper rate
than to-day. The past scale of working
cannot continue under existing eonditions.
There is a great deal of prospecting going
on, "nal 1 see that the State Prospecting
Board are calling applications for a man
to take over the supervision and inspection
of State-assisted prospectors. I do not
know whether that is a suggestion from
the State Prospecting Board, or from the
Mines Department officials, or from the ini-
ister; but as a man with a fair general
knowledge of the conditions of prospecting
on our goldfields I say that to make such
an appointment would be an absolute ab-
surdity. What would it meantl We have
sonmc hundreds of prospectors assisted by the

department on the goldfields areas to-day.
They are spread over a distance of 3,000
miles in length, from Ravensthorpe to the
Kimberleys, by a breadth of 400 or 500 miles.
The Government are calling applications for
one inspector to go round advising these
prospectors, and keping a check on them to
see that they are actually doing the prospect-
ing which they undertook to do when obtain-
ing assistance from the 'Mines Department.
A man of any value as a prospector needs
no supervision. I have heard it said, possibly
with truth, that some parties of prospectors
w'ho were sent out simply squandered the
money, and did no real prospecting whatever.
It is said that instead of going into the bush
they hung around the townships, usually in
the vicinity of an hotel. No amount of in-
spection will make a prospector of that type
of man. How can the appointment of an
additional inspector, equipped with a motor
ear, and running round this vast area, meet
the case? It is a patent absurdity. In all
those mining areas we already have Mines
Department officials. The districts of the in-
spectors of mines comprise all the goldfields
areas, and I do not think there would be any dif-
ficulty as regards the mine& inspectors keeping
quite a sufficient check upon the prospectors.
The men who are abusing the help given them
could he detected by those inspectors. In
ev-ery township there is some departmental
official-a mining registrar, or a police official.
If one man is appointed to do the work of in-
specting, he will, if he is any good at all,
find out that it is absolutely impossible for
him to get across the country. He will report
to that effect, and then we shall have one or
two more, or possibly half a dozen more,
inspectors of prospectors appointed.- The ul-
timate result, in the Course Of a couple of
%-ears, will be a chief inspector of prospectors
located in the Mines Department in Perth,
and another sub-department built up. I
point this out to the Minister in a spirit of
friendly criticism.

The Minister for Mines: But you know the
changed conditions in regard to prospectors.
When a man is given equipment and susten-
ace as well, the Goverment are practically
keeping him.

Mr. MTJLLANY: That is quite so.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot go on
as we are.

'.%r. 'MtLLANY: I am not concerned par-
ticularly with whether the Minister cuts out
assistance to prospectors or not.

The Minister for Mines: I am alluding to
sustenance.

Mr. MULLANY: There is a very fine line
of demarcation between the two things. The
term ''assistance to prospectors" involves
the spending of a certain amount of cash.
''Sustenance to prospectors'' also involves
the spending of a certain amount of cash.

The Minister for Mines: You know quite
well that we have frequently granted assist-
ance to prospectors, but that not until quite
recently have we granted sustenance.
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M1r. 'MLLLANY ± Quite so. I do not wish
to see the system die out. However, this
proposed appointment is unnecessary and
useless. Do not let us run away with the idea
that a mun out prospecting, and putting
in perhaps months in one area, is going to
be advised by an inspector who comes along
in a motor car and in a day or two goes
away. The man prospecting knows, or
should know, what he is doing. He cannot
be advised in that way. So far as I can
se,. the only object of the proposed appoint-
ment is to try to check the men who are not
carrying out their part of the contract. I
have nothing more to say except to refer to
the position of the mining industry, which is
not in the condition it was somec years ago.

The Minister for Mines: Relatively speak-
ing.

Mr. IWULLAN-Y: T am not pessimistic. I
believe that in those great auriferous areas
there are possibilities of new finds. With the
return of normal times, I believe the gold-
felds will come hack to something like the
position attained in earlier years. It requires
no stretch of imagination to picture what the
prospects of the State would be if, in addition
to the production from our agricultural and
pastoral areas, the great mining industry
could get back to the stage it was in 15 or 20
years ago. Then, indeed, Western Australia
'would come into its own as the lending State
of the Commonwealth.

On niotion by Mr. Money, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.41 p-im.
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The PFRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION -SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
H~on. 3. A. GREIG (for Hon. H1. Stewart)

asked the Minister for Education: In connec-
tion with soldier settlement, what are the
latest Possible figures to date regarding (a)
number Of applicanlts for land? (b) number
granted land qualification certificates? (c)

number of applications rejected? (d) number
of applications deferred? (e) number of sol-
diers settled? (f) number to whom loans
have been granted? (g) average expenditure
per soldier settler!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
Plied?
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152prperie hae ee abaond of
which81 hae bee reoc e,- 71bigo

15mpprtiaes dfrhaer bens abannd, of

accurately ascertained; nor can the number
of sleeping partners. (g) Lands Department
expenditure to 31/7/22, £794,584; Agricul-
tural Bunk advances to 31/7/22, £E3,883,429;
total actual expenditure to 31/7/22,
£4,678,013; average actual expenditure per
head at 3 1/7/22, £1,012 (4,622 loans ap-
p~roved, 31/7/22). The Lands Department
expenditure includes largo expenditure on
lands not yet settled (drainage, etc.), and
Agricultural Bank approvals cover an. addi-
tional £E595,774 not yet drawn. Group settle-
ment costs are not separated for soldiers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. J. Duffell leave of

absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. G. W. Miles on the ground of
urgent private business.

On motion by lion. .1. Cornell leave of ab-
sence for- six consecutive sittings granted to
the Hon. ,T. W. Ki-rwan on the ground of
urgent private business.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1, Light and Air.
2, Xurses' Registration Act Amendment.
Intr-iduced by the 2tNfiaister for Educa-

tion.


